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Rishts of Animals.I  r r o

RY 1'IT()F-IIFJSOII T. W. NI' \ l 'MAN.

The reaclers of 'lrrs I"r"o are often warned that
the precept of speci l l  love l let leen ( j l i r ist iatr breth-
ren has been antlgotr ist ic to t lre r lr t ty of lovit tg men
as nren.  I t  ouy l l r t .  not  to  be so,  br r t  ( i t  i s  compla i r red)
such is the tcntlency, nntl sucir the rcsult. This is
indeetl  but a sirrgle cnse of a bt 'oatler pt 'r .rposit ion, a
wider practir :al r lattqer. l ' i t t r iot isrn is r igl t t ;  yet the
love of countr.y oftcn ent,ai ls i tr just ice to foreigners.
So when special clrtbs arisc in pul i t ical etnergettcies,
it is an ancient reurnrl< that the "brotherhoocl,t' the
party, utt t tertnintrs pttr iot isrn, an{ even eommon jus-
l ice. But this is not al l .  There is an egotism of the
human species also, rvhich, i tr  devotion to the inter-
ests of rrran,, forgets or r lett ies the r iglrts of whatever
is not mrm, On this topic i t  is proposed now to wt' i te.

It is e:r,sy to rluote from the llebrerV Scriptures
texts which recolnnlend the kind treatment of ani-
mals. They are not nlrmerons, but they are decisive.
In the Christ ian books uothing very definite may be
found, yet inferential l-v the duty of gentleness artt l
mercy to aninrals is containcd beyond a doubt in nu-
merous preeepts ancl principles. Notrvithstancling
this, i t  is an untleniable fact that the oriental sar-
easrn rvhich cal ls Christerrdom the "I{el l  of Anirnals"
has a grievous basis of truth. Cruelties are perpe-
trated on the greatest seale, incessantly ancl through
ages, and no remonstranee arises from alry of the
churches, as such, though now anrt then the indigna-
t ion of indivicluzrls swells into atr outcry, ancl some
li t t le al leviat ir>n fol lows. But even so. no principles
of action are firrnly laid down. Cruel[y to a living
creature is deprecated,-when gratuitous,-but no
one utters the mtrxint that ttlivitrg creatttres have
som,e rigltts," much less tries to define what rights.
I t  has long appeared to me that this is among the
moral clefects of historieal Christianity, rvhich ir
r ightly developed .fheisrn ought to eorrect. Let the
thing cornplainc'd of be f irst clearly statet l ,  and next
let the culses be r lenoted, so fur as possible.

We have a history of cruelty. (] ladiatorial shows,
in rvhich men slarrghtered rnen for the amusement of
spectlrtors, rvhen suppresse(I, rvet'e succeecled by vari-
ous substi tutes in r l i f lererrt  cottntr ies, as by btt l l - f ights
in Spain. In Errglalrr l ,  we hud bear-bait ing, antl
barlqer-bait ing, eocl i- f ights, arrcl other sueh spolts,
besides the tnaul i l lg of rnan by man rvith the f ist,  a
re l ic  o f  ar r t i r lu i ty  which does not  here concern us.
These ' lsports" have treen sustaitred by the ze[l  of a
part of the English aristocrlcry, irr  al l iance with a
very disreptrtable class of the pcople. ' f l re; 'are nolv
suppressc(l  bv the pol ice, and rnay seem to tre extinct;
but st i l l  withotrt  the enunciat iotr of any well  r lef irred
principle. Pigeon-shooting for sport remains, but
has sudrlenly become disreputable irr the course of
the lust year or two; insoltrtreh that apparently a real
check has been given to the practice. l 'here has
been much writ i rrg against salnron-f ishing with l ine
and rorl, agairrst fox-hunting, ancl hare-hnntirrg, inrlic-
ative of & Ile\v ,sentirnent wirlely spread anlong writ-
ers for the press. Ilut the topie appears to be con-
sidered beneath the dignity of the pulpit :  no. chureh
nor Iearling church-organ pronounces upon it. Laws
have reeently been passed to forbid lishing for salrnon
in unsuitable t irnes, or modes, or ki l l ing certain sea-
birds lvhi le the.v are breeding: but al l  this is in the
interest of man. not in consideration of any right pos-
sessetl  by the nnimals. Shooti t tg at wi ld birds arrd
beasts is still considered, not as necessary butchery,
but as gentlemanly amusement. 1['he most frightful
cruelt ies are incessantl .y inf l icted on irrnocent animals
by traps with iron teeth, and other fel l  devices;
which contitrue to be legal and reputable, in spite of
the exeeratiotrs oecasiorrally heard from eertain quar-
ters. Yet a volttntary society, rvhich aifirst encoun-
tered r idicule, has in half  a centtrry left  a dist inct im-
press on England, and on English la'w, to enforce the
humane treatment of animals. I t  is no longer r idi-
culerl. ft reeeives high patrotrage, ancl aurong its
patrons no narne is to be mentione{with more honor
thzrn that of Baroness Coutts. 

-We 
Enclish have

matle s()nle pro.qress, in a part of the comilunity, to-
wards a gentler eonception of our drrty towards our
humblest fr ienrls antl  servants I  btrt  i t .  is not easy to
define how much.
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to t iuelr,  * *r ' t* in grove. Tlre poor animrt ls. n., , . t . . .1
frour sleep, f luttered about bl iuclcd irr the t lavl ight,
antl  fel l  casy vict irns. ' l 'he voung men hati  t i re satis-
fact ion to boast that they left  on t lre grouncl nrore
than one hunclred anrl fiftv harnrless bats, cleacl or
wounrlecl, anrl lingerirrg in agony.

Not seierrce onlv, nor sport only, but eookery
a lso c la i r r rs  i ts  v ic t i rns .  A wholesome st i r  has been
made in the press of late agrinst t l le cnrelt ips l lerpe-
trated olr calr,es to rnlke their f lesh ' lvhite, for thc
grati f icat iorr of the euter ' 's eyes, anrl  fr l r  an increa.sc of
tetrderness, prttbably intagirret 'y, in conscqttelrce; i t  is
reporterl  that a felv btt tchers have chanqed their prac-
t ice. I lut this is olr ly <lrre of the atroc' i t ies ever at
work against t l re trelplc.ss beirrgs who are plact 'd at
our ruelcy. Man, says Thourpson, ought to be the
lord, but not the tyratrt  of the world.

Can we now trace the cau.se,s of this lnmentable
conduct ? lVhA is (,'lhristendom worse in this matter
than 'f urkey or India ? In so far as tlre Eastcrrn
eoun[r ies are better, i t  is because their re] igious senti-
rnent shelters anirnals. A Turk (for instanee) wil l
not kill a wilcl ct'e:rture for mere sport. ffe 
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"God gave i t  l i fe: I  wi l l  not ' take frorh i t  what I  can-
not give." I f  the animal is durgerous, or is neeclecl
for fo<.rd or clothing, he lra.s no scnrple against killing
it :  but even to drown a kit ten. lest cats be too rm-
merous, he disapploves. This lcruple inconvenierrt-
ly fills 'Iurkish tolvns with wilcl arrd famislred cats,
but not the less exhibits to us the zeal ancl sincere
difference of .Mussulnlan serrtirnent from onrs. Ilirds,
it is saicl, are permitted to take their shale of eargoes
of eorn on the Nile by Mohamrnedan owners, who
think it irnpious to drive thenr away. If this be a su-
perst i t ion, i t  is more antiable than our praetice, nor
must we make sure that it is a very costly sentiment.
' Ihe late eeeentr ie Charles Waterton, who woulr l  not
allorv a gun to be fired on his estate, and rnade friends
of al l  the birds, falsi{ ied the predict ions of his neigh-
bors by the excel lence of his erops. I t  is rrow reeog-
nizecl that birds lrre very servieeable to the cultiyator
by the destructiotr of grubs, and as Mohamnteclans
rlo not liill snrall harvks ancl weasels arry rnore than
sparr{)'tni, these preclatory speeies keep ttre balanee of
Nattrre in the f ielcls. I f  rnanleaves the butcherinE to
those tr ibes to rvhorn i t  is natura,l ,-who do i t  rnore
effectrral ly anrl  rr i th less cruelty tharr he can,-he
gains in terrt lern€ss of sentinrent towards the hurnbler
crrzrtures. (. lhr istenclt)n seems in this nratter to fal l
below t lre Eastern nations, through u,ant qi ?"pl:erence
.f 'or tnnde l i . l 'e. Atrcient men, in civi l ized eourrtr ies,
nrade i t  a part of rel igion to take no anirn: l l  l i fe
wit lrout rcogrri t ion of God ns i ts .source. Slaughter
was tulned irrto sa,cri l ice. Though plerrt i ful  supi irst i-
t ion encrttsted the pl irnit ive i t lea, & l 'evcrence for
bnrte l i fe lvas in sonre nations retaiuccl in connection
with i t .

If, Ieaving off to conlpare one religion with anoth-
el', tye ask, What ehiefly perpetuates cruelty to ani-
rnals. and hinclers the attenpt to fix any ideas as to
their rillhls f-r'e rnust probably ansn,er', The belief
that their lives tnay at any time be taken for our
small corvenience. l![en assurne withont debate.
without a rnoment'B serious thought, that brute6
have no r ight to l i fe, i f  their ' l i fe interfere rvith our
sl ightest rvhim. Not only my hunger, or darr.ger of
starvation, btrt the needless gratification <,rf my palate,
passes as a suff icient reason for ki l l ing a wild bird or
beast. Ihe l ike may be said, not only i f  I  need the
hide or the clown to save rne frorn peri.sfuing by cold,
but if I eovet its feathers as nn ornanrent, or its horns
or tusks for the marliet. .Thus the prineiple is laid
down that its life i.s of less importance than my emp-
tiest pleasrlres, &nd this, even if in killing it I pro-
duce witle-spread distress to the living. Amateur
butchers are elumsy; much cmelty arise.q from
wounding without killing. Law cannot forbid cru-
elties in detail, if it allow incliscrinrinate slaughter.
Ifearts are hardened by custom, and thus the evil
spreatls.

Evil it must be called; yet to establish fixed princi-
ples that shal l  guide eonduet r ightly is no l ight task.
Much combination of eamest mincls will be wanted.
The Brahmins aspired to a high morality, in refusing
to toke brute life at a/J,' though in self-defence we
must be in permanent rvar with the more porverful
carnivora, ancl lvith countless trilles of insects. The
first step towarcls a just theory seems to be, a right-
ful classification of animnls into clifferent grades, on
which their r ights must depend.

1  A r r i r n e l *  r r r h i n l r  h n v p  f e p l i n o s  q q  s p n c i t i r r a  n c  n l r c

coneern ing i r rsects
r l  sp l r inx  rnoth.  n '
and cle'r'oured othe
wourtcletl, kiclis it
other claw has gro
so l i t t le  sens i t ivenr
neccssAl 'y, the nrod
tant. Not .so. trr
Ezreh of these prt<
u)nn; but besit lc.s,

2. lYe havc alsc
cl l ief rve cause; as
arrd  eatch one. '  A i
mot'al aJleetions t:
sha l l  our  ph i losopl
mother by slaughtt
to gt 'at i fy our'  |x11
pletrty ? Or wil l
their accustonrert l r
able abode.s, beeinlr
diatelv gctt ing blul
tions for New lllon
gentlernan, I Ir .  Jo
ten a classieal w
Proper lroorl ql'Ma
the result of a pap,
thc pherromenil  of :
" Is  rnan jus t i f ied i t
seeirrg that they [o
sensible of pleasur
only real necessity
the superior and n
by the sacrifice of
eonvitteecl him thal
imal l i fe is even be
mixecl with flesh.
numerous questior
has to deal with
venience or the pl,
real necessity, give
ganized as sensit ivr
sufTering in death.

l l .  The question ,
us. A sportsman r
for the eomfortable
carried him, and rv
imal to a poor n)as
treatnrent. Pot'elt
sr:rtitude is felt for
wlrere there is per
where there is no
that out ' t ' ights ove:
tain domeit ici ty.
their nunrbers to ir
rvhich wrlulcl not l
pears greater than
indepen<lent of us.
er debate. I t  is nr
Its obiect has beerr
which ltas never yr
of Christian moral:

TITE IIOC'

My Dna.n Mn. Ar
IlIy excuse for

t ' freedom and neer
reforms now in prr
fornr yort have at
inconsistent wi ih
this. I  cannot { ier
mere n'ar of word
vital.  I  wi l l  as b
ean, the points yo
letter publ ished in

1. As to obeying
me fair to bel ieve
obeyed, unless soz
is not. You refer
criterion for deterr
tive.s. 

'W'hat 
has

strongest does not
help to elear the s,

2. You say: "D
cortttnends the pos
the possible, as pl
to the larvs of hea
to her requiremen
fmits of obetl ience
m o r r  n a |  ' - i f ' l - ^ " +



nghily developeil l-nelsm ougnt [o eorreeE. r.e[ tDe
th-ing cornplairred of be first elearly statetl, and next
let the cluses bg dsnr.rted, so f irr  as possible.

We have a l t istory of cruelty. Glarl iatorial shows,
in rvhich men slattghtererl  I t ten fot ' ther amusement of
spectutors, when suppresse(l, rvere. sueee-ederl lry-vari-
ous srrbsti t t t tcs in t l i f lerelrt  cottrt tr ies, as by btt l l - f ights
in Spain. In Etrglalul,  we harl bear-bl i t inq, antl
badqer-bait irrg, cocl i-{ iglrts, attr l  other strelt  spot ' ts,
besides the rnatr l i t tg of rnan by man rvith the f ist,  a
rel ic of antir l t t i ty which does not l tere concel 'n t ls.
These ' lsl torts" have been sustait tet l  by the ztral of a
part of the English uristoct ' i lcr1',  i t t  al l iance with a
very r l isreptttable class of the pcople. ' l 'he.v f tre now
suppresse(l by the pol ice, and rtt :ry seem to lre extinct-;
bri t-  st i l l  without the enunciat ion of any well  r lef irred
nrinciple. I ' igeon-shooti t tg for spot ' t  retn&ins, brrt
has sirdrlenly becorne disreputable itr the course of
the l i r"st yr lar or two; insolt t t tch that apparently a real
check has been qiven tr> the practiee. l'here has
been much writ ing against salnton-f ishing with l ine
antl rotl, agairrst fox-htrntitrg, ancl hare-hunting, intlic-
at ive of & new sentiment wir lely spreatt among writ-
ers for the press. I3ttt the topic appears to be con-
sidered beneath the dignity of the pulpit :  no chureh
nor leading ehurch-organ pronounces upon it. Laws
have reeently been passed to forbid lishing for saltnon
in unsuitable t imes, or modes, or ki l l ing certain sea-
birds rvhile they are breetling: but all this is in the
interest of man. not itt consideration of any right pos-
sessed by the animals. Shooting at wi ld birds and
beasts is still considered, not as necessary butchery,
but as gentlematrly anrusement. The most frightfttl
cruelt ies are incessantly inf l icted on ir tnocent animals
by traps with iron teeth, and other fel l  deviees;
which continue to be legal and reputable, in spite of
the execratiotrs oecasionally heard from certain quar-
ters. Yet a voluntary .society, rvhich aCfirst encoun-
tered r idicule, has in half  a centrtry left  a dist inct im-
press on Englancl,  and on English laR', to enforce the
humane treatment of anitnals. It is no longer ridi-
culed. ft receives high patrorrage, attd among its
Datrons no narne is to be merrt iolreclwith more honor
i lurn thnt of Btroness Coutts. 

-Wc 
English have

made some progress, in a part of the community, to-
warrls a gentler eonception of our rlrtty towards our
humtrlest fr iends anrl servants I  btrt  i t  is not easy to
define how much.

Can we just ly clairn to have reprtt l iatecl,  as appl ied
to animals, l,he celebratecl verdict ag:ritrst Drecl Scott ?
"Anirnuls have no r ights which men are bound to re-
spect?"  I t  may be r r t l r l ied,  "Yes:  they can c la inr  as
a r ight not to be srtbjer:t  to needless cruelty.t '  Neetl-
less / l l rrch turns <ln that rvort l .  fn the cause of
science (a very inrlef ini te phrase), arr imrls are sub-
jectet l  to the nrost exrl tr isi te tortures. lr i f ty years
agr>. the t l iscoveries marlt :  concerning the nerves l t
the expetrse of srtfTet ' ing innoeents threw a glare of
splerrt lor around Vl\. Isl :cl :rox; and i t  was thought
legit irnlte to torturc cats, rabbits. dogs, and horses,
for the instnret ion of rnetl ical pttpi ls, or to repeat aud
eonJirm zt tliseovery. 'fhis is trorv clisproverl by some
metl ical men. probably by many; others totrr l ly ex-
plorle ttre clefence that hurnan rvelfare requires
such clne' l t ies. Emirrent physicians have plotesterl
that no arlvantage has aeerued to the art of healing
from any of these honors; but it is rare indeecl for a
physiciln to avow that they eannot be justifierl by the
desirr:  arrr l  hope of extendiug human knowledge;
moreover, the pmctice of vivisectiotr, with agotries
whictr those rvho have witnessed thern ayow to be too
dreadfrrl to narrate, colrtinues systenratie, and (I fear)
not much abated. Lit t le now is talked of i t :  the
publie eonseience is known to be uneasy. In sport,
our middle-elas.q youth ape the cruelties of the rieh-
est. It was in the paperc. not long back, that a com-
pany of young men in Austral ia wcnt out with grrns
for the fun of shooting large bats, wliich were known
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sparr()ws, these predatory speeies keep the balarree r ' f
Nature in the f ielcls. I f  rnan leaves the butchet ' ing to
those tr ibes to'wltorn i t  is natural,-who do i t  more
e{fectual ly anrl  ' rvi th less cruelty tharr he can.-he
gains in tendern€ss of sentiment towards the httrnbler
cleatures. Clhristenclt)m seems in t lr is i latter to fal l
below t lre Eastern nations, t ln'ough uant qi '  Teterence
.for lntde l i . f 'e. Artcierrt  men, in civi l ized eoutrtr ies,'made 

i t  a part of rel igion to take rto atr irnit l  l i fe
without rcognit iotr of Gotl  as i ts sol l l 'ce. Slarrghter
was turned' irrto s:rct ' i { ice. Thouglt plerrt i ful  supirst i-
t ion errcrtrstecl the pl i  rnit ive i t lea, c l 'evcrence for
bnrte l i fe rvas in sonre lrat ions retainecl in eonnection
with i t .

If, leaving off to compare one religion with anoth-
el', rye ask, What chiefly pcrpetuates cruelt-v to ani-
rnals, ancl hinders the atternpt to fix any ideas as to
their r'dylrf.s P-v'e rnttst probably ansn'er', The belief
that their lives rnay at any time be taketr for our
small  eonvenience. I ! [en assume without debate,
'!ilithout a lnoment's serious thought, that brutes
have no r ight to l i fe, i f  their l i fe interfere rvith our
sl ightest rvhim. Not only my hunger, or t lan.qer of
starvation, butthe needless grati f icat ion of my palate,
passes as a suff ieient reason for ki l l ing a wild bird or
beast. ' Ihe l ike may be said, not only i f  I  need the
hide or the clown to save rne frorn perishing by cold,
but if I covet its feathers as an ornanent, orits horns
or tusks for the marliet. .Thus the principle is laid
down that its life is of less importance than my emp-
t iest pleasnres, and this, even i f  in ki l l ing i t  I  pro-
duce wide-spread distress to the living. Amateur
butchers are elumsy; much cnrelty arises from
wounding without killing. Law cannot forbid cru-
elt ies in detai l ,  i f  i t  al low incl iscrinrinate slaughter.
Ilearts are hardened by ellstom, and thus the evil
sprearls.

Evil it must be called I yet to establ.ish fixed princi-
ples that shal l  guide conduct r ightly is no l ight task.
llluch combination of eamest mincls will be wanted.
The Brahmins aspired to a high morality, in refu,sing
to toke brute life at oll,' though in self-defence we
rnust be in pernlanent rvar with the more porverful
carnivora, ancl lvith countless tribes of insects. The
first step towards a just theory seems to be, a right-
ful classif icat ion of animals into cl i fTerent grades, on
which their r iehts must clcpend.

1. Anirnals whiclr have feelings as sensitive as ours
haye a claim upon us to respect those feel ings. '  Al l
warm-bloodecl creatures at least are here included.
To a plr i losophic slaveholder, who asks "why he rnay
not f log a blael i  fel low" at pleasure, i t  is irnpossible to
give any val id answer, which wil l  not erlual ly apply
against torturing a horse. l'hose wbr have equzrl an-
imnl sensit lvetress, wlrether i t  be two men, ol 'a nlan
ancl a horse, stantl here cln the .qame footing. And as
rc-.garrls anirnal slauqhter, thr: inferelree is, ihat if you
nru,sf ki l l  a horse (for whateverreason), or i f  i t  be a
t ieer, or a shark that vou need to ki l l .  you should ki l l
him as tentlerly as you rvoulcl kill a man, rvhen you
believe i t  r ight to ki l l  him; that is, you must inf l ict as
l i t t le pain a.s possible. Vivisectors colcl ly assume
that, beeause a horse is worn out ancl no longer( 'rvorth his feed,tt  and on that aeeount i t  is resolverl
to kill hirn, it is therefore lawful to liill him with tor-
ture; sttch torture, as, i f  in{ l ieted on a rnan, would
rouse burning inclignation in whole nations. The
vivisector has to prove that he has any such right
over another being, equallv sensit ive as himself.  He
wil l  not attempt to establ ish his r ight by quoting any-
thing about "eursed Canaan;" antl it is harcl to see
(the Bible failing hirn) what philosophy ean justify
lrim. LIe hopes, forsooth, "to enlarge the boundaries
of science by it," and "po.ssibly to abate future human
suffering." It is well to add possibly; but this is a
verv infirm justification of deliberate torture.

We need not be entangletl in Braluninical seruples
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Rishts of Animals.r r r 0

I}Y I 'R()F-I iSSOft F. W. NINIVMAN.

The readers of 'ftrn f"r,ro are often warnecl that
the precept of speeial love betleen (-)hrist ian breth-
ren has been antngrlrr ist ic to the t luty of lovitrg men
as nren.  I t  ouyht ,  not  to  l ie  so,  l lu t  ( i t  i s  compla i r red)
such is the tcnrletrcy, attrl such the result. 'fhis is
incleecl bttt a sirrgle case of a broa,tlcr pt't-rposition, a
wider practieal r lattger. I ' i l t r iot isrtr i .s r ight I  yet the
love of corrntt 'y oftr: t t  erttai ls in. ir tst ice to foreigners.
So rvherr special clubs arisc in pol i t ical emergettcies,
it is an ancient rerna,rli thab the "brotltet'hood," the
party, uncterrnines pa,triotisrn, antl even conrmon jus-
t ice. But this is not al l .  There is an egotism of the
human species also, rvhiclt ,  i t t  devotiou to the inter-
ests of rn,on,, for{cts or tlctties tlte riglrts of whatever
is not mun. On thi.s topic i t  is lrroposed now to write.

I t  is e:rsy to r luote from the l febrelv Scriptures
texts which recornntencl tlre kind treatmetrt of ani-
mals. They are not nrtmerous, bui they are decisive.
In the Christ ian books rrothing very definite may be
founcl, yet inferential lv the duty of gentleness artt l
mercy to animals is containcd beyond a doubt in nu-
merous preeepts and pri trciples. Notrvithstanding
this, i t  is an unrleniable fact that the oriental sar-
easrn rvhich cal ls Christerrdom the "I ' Iel l  of Animals"
has a grievous basis of truth. O'ruelties are perpe-
trated on the greatest scale, incessantly and through
a€es, and no remonstrance arises from any of the
ehurche,c, a.s such, though now and then the indigna-
t ion of individuals swclls into atr outcry, ancl some
li t t le al leviat i<ln fol lows. I lut even so. no principles
of act ion are f irrnly laid down. Cruelty to a l iving
creature is deprecatetl,-when gratuitous,-but no
one utters the maxim that " l iv irrg creatnt 'es have
sonxg ri11ltts," rnuch less tries to define whirt rights.
It has long appearecl to me that tlris is aurong the
moral clefects of historieal Christianity, rvhich a
rightly developetl  l fheisln otrght to correct. Let the
thing cornplairrecl of be f ir .st clearly statet l ,  and next
let the c&uses be r lenr.rted, so far as possible.

lVe have a historv of cruelty. Gladintorial shows,
in rvhich men slarrghteretl  t tren fot ' the amusement of
spectutors, rvhen suppresse(I,  rvet 'e sueeeerled by vari-
ous substi tutcs in r l i f tel 'crrt  cottrt tr ies, as by lr tr l l - f ights
in Spain. In Brrgl iurr l .  we harl bear-bait ing, antl
batlqer-bait i l rg, cocl i- f ights, antl  othet '  sueh spolts,
beside.s the rnaul i trg of rntn bv man rvith the f ist,  a
re l ic  o f  ar r t i rpr i ty  which does not  here coneern us.
These ' fsports" have been sttstairtet l  by the zeal of a
part of the Enqlish a,r istocrr lcy, in al l i : rnce with a
very r l isreptrtable class of the people. ' l ' l rey f lre no\y
suppressc(l  by the pol ice, and rtuly seem to be extinct;
but st i l l  withottt  the entrnciat ion of any rvel l  r lef irred
orinciple. Pigeon-shooting for spot ' t  remains, brtt
has sudrlenly becorne disreptrtable in the course of
the l i rst ) ' r) tr  or two; insottt t tch that apparently a real
check has been qiven to the practiee. There has
been much writ i l rg against salnron-f ishing with l ine
anrl rorl .  agairrst fox-hrrnt i t tg, and hare-hunting, inr l ic-
at ive of & new senti tnent wir lely spreatl  among writ-
ers for the press. I l tr t  the topic appears to be eon-
sir lered beneath the dignity of the pulpit :  no church
nor learl inq church-organ pronounees upon i t .  Laws
have recently been passed to forbir l  f ishing for salrnon
in  unsui tab le  t i lnes,  or  modes.  or  k i l l ing cer ta in  sea-
birr ls n'hi le they are breerl ing: tmt al l  this is in the
interest of matr. not in consideration of any r ight pos-
sesset l  b1 ' the ln imals .  Shoot ing a t  w i ld  b i rds and
beasLs is st i l l  considered, not as necessary butchery,
but as gentlemanlv anrrtsement. l l 'he most fr ightful
^ - ' r o l l i . r c  n r o  i n n p t q 2 n t l v  i n f l i e t e d  o l r  i n n o c e n t  a n i m a l s

to l ive in a certain grove. The poor anirnals. Aroused
fronr sleep, f lutterccl about bl irrr lcd irr thc r la-vl ight,
antl  fel l  casy vict irns. ' fhe yourrg men hatl  t i re satis-
fact ion to boast that t ,hey left  on t lre grourrd nrore
than one httnclred antl  f i f ty l tarnrless bats. deacl or
wounrlecl, anrl lingering in aloni.

Not scierree onlv, nor sport only, but eookery
also clainrs i t .s vict iurs. A w}rolesomc st ir  h:rs been
made in the press of late aqainst t l le cnrelt ies perpe-
traterl  on calves to tnrrke their f lesh wlt i t t ' ,  for the
grati l icat ion of the euterts eyes, and for an increase of
tenclerness, probably inragirrery, in conscquence; i t  is
reporterl  that a fr:w butchers havc charrgecl thei l  prae-
t ice. I lut this is only one of the atroc' i t ies ever at
work against the helpless beings wiro are placcd ut
our rDercy. Itan, says Thourpson, ought to be the
lord, but not the tyraut of the world.

Can we now trace the cazrse.s of this lamentable
conduct ? '[Vhy is C]rristendom ll'orse in this matter
than Turkey or India? In so far as the Eastern
countries are better, it is because their religious senti-
rnent shelters anirnals. A Turk (for instanee) wil l
not ki l l  a wi lcl  creit ture for mere' sport.  - [ Ie 

'says,

'(God gave i t  l i fe: I  wi l l  not ' take frorh i t  what I  can-
not give." I f  the animal is dangelous, or is neeclecl
for food or clothing, he has no scnrple against ki l l ing
it ;  but even to drown a kit ten, lest cats be too nu-
merotts, he cl isappl 'oves. This scruple inconvenierrt-
ly fills 'Inrkish torvns with wikl and famished cats,
but not the less exhibits to us the zeal and sincere
differerree of ^Mussulrnan selrtiment from ours. Birrls,
it is saicl, are permittecl to take their share of eargoes
of eorn on the Nile bv Mohamtnedan owners, who
think it irnpious to clrive thenr away. If this be a su-
perstition, it is more arniable than our practice, nor
nrusb we make sure that i t  is a very costly .sentiment.
'Ihe late eccentric Charles Waterton, 'who woulrl not
allorv a gun to be firecl on his estate, and made fi'iends
of all the birds, falsifietl the predictions of his neigh-
bors by the excel lence of his crops. I t  is now recog-
nized ihat birds &re very serviceable to the cult ivatdr
by the rlestruction of grubs, and as }lohammeclans
db not liill srnall harvlis anil wea,"els arry rnore than
sparrr)w,r, these preriatory species keep the balarree of
Nature in the fielcls. If rnan leaves the butchering t<;
those tr ibes to rvhorn i t  is natura,l .-who do i t  more
effectual ly and rvith less crtrelty tharr he can.-he
gains in tenderness of sentinrent towards the hurnbler
crctr, tures. Christenclt)m seems in t lr is inatter to fal l
below the Eastern nations, tln'ouglt uant c2i ?"eterence
.f 'or tntLte l i . l 'e, Ancient men, in civi l ized eourrtr ies,
nrade i t  a part of rel i .qion to take no anirnal l i fe
wit l iout rcogtr i t ion of Gotl  as i ts soru'ce. Slaughter
was turned irrto srct ' i f ice. Though plerrt i f tr l  supErsti-
t ion errcrnstecl the pl imit ive i t lea, R I 'everence for
bt ' t t te l i fe lvas in sonre trat ions retairrccl in eonnection
with i t .

If, Ieaving off to compare one religion with anoth-
er, we ask, lYhat chief ly perpetuates cruelty to ani-
lnals. and hinclers the atternpt to f ix arry ideas as to
their r lgl fsi-we rnust probably anstverr the bel ief
that their l ives rnay at any t ime be taken for orrr
small eonvenienee. I![en assume without debate.
without a lnoment's serious thought, that brute6
have tro r ight to l i fe, i f  their l i fe interfere with our
sl ightest rvhim. Not only my hunger, or t larr.qer of
starvation, but the needless gratification of my palate,
passes as a suff icient reason for ki l l ing a wild bird or
beast. 'Ihe like may be saicl, not otrly if I need the
hide or the down to save me frorn perishing by colcl,
but if I covet its feathers as an ornaiuent, or-its horns
or ttrsks for the marliet. .Thus the prirrciple is laid
down that its life is of less irnportance than my emp-
tiest pleasures. and this, even if in killing it I pro-
duce wide-spread distress to the living. Amateur
butchers are elumsy; mueh cmeltv arises from

coneerniug insects and animals of
-t \  splr inx nrot lr .  n' l ren i ts stonrach n
and devrrurerl  other irrsc,<tts. -, \  cl t l r
wourtdecl, liiclis it ofl, an<l hops rvit
other claw has grown. Snch arr irna
so l i t t le  sens i t i i cness that  rvhen th t
neccssar) ' ,  the nrorle of i t  is generir l l '
tant. Not so. to ki l l  rats ur pheir
Each of these pructices is repolxrterl
Ir)an: t t t t t  besit les, i t  is cnrcl to the a

2. \Ye havc al-"o to considel rvht
chief \ye carrse I as, if rve wourrtl thrc
arrd eatch one. l tgl l i rr .  tvhen anima
moral altect ions or f tn intel l icent
shal l  our phi losophy just i fy t 'oindir
m<lther by slaughtct of ht 'r  o{lsl l r inu
to glat i fy <lur l talate, N' lrclr n-c tr i '
plenty? Or wil l  i t  iu.st i f .v driving
their aecustonred haunts into distan
able abodes, bec:ruse i t  is our easiest
diately gctt ing blubber or tongucs ?
tions for New }lornls to studv and so
gentleman, l ! fr .  John Smirh bf l fal tc
ten a classical \Mork on /|ruffs ar
Proper IToorI o.l' Ma'n, narrates in it w
the result of a paper rcarl before a I j
the phenomel' l i l  of sensation. I t  led
" ls  rnan jus t i f ied in  s lar rghter ing an i
seeing that they [or many of theml
sensible of pleasure and pain ?',  Hi
only real necessity can just i fy i t ;  i .e.
the superior and nobler l i fe cau on,
by the sacrifice of the lorver. Furtl
eonvineerl him that a diet which tloer
imal l i fe is even better for man than
mixed with f lesh. That is an ir
numerous questions of fact. IJut r
has to deal with the prineiple, n'h
venienee or the pleasure of the pa
real necessity, gives us a right to I
ganized a.q sensitively as our.**elves, €
sufTering irr denth.

ii. The question of relatiotr to man
us. A sportsman of kindly rrature i
for the eomtortable olrl age of a hor
carr ied him, ancl would be grieved t<
imal to a poor nr:rster for mean rl'or
treatnrent. Poverty rnay fr.rrce cons(
grutitur:le is felt for old and faithful sr
where there is personal affection, ar
where there is no persorr: l l  relnt ior
that our r ights over animal l i fe nre ir
tain domestieity. I f  by clefenrl ing
their nttnrbers to increa.^e. our r ight
rvlr ich woulcl not lrave existecl rvi t l r
peftrs greater than irr the e:rse of rvii
independent of ns. Let this be thr
er debate. I t  is not expecl ient to pr
Its object has been to e;5gite thoug1rr
which has rrever yet had due attenti
of Christian morals, or in any larse
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IIy exeuse for this argnment or

"freedorn and necessitv" is the bel ie
reforms now in progrcis, inclucling
fornr you have at heart, act upon
inconsistent wi lh the "freedomtt t
this. I  cannot i ' iew discussion on
mere war of worcls, but as someth
vital.  I  wi l l  as brief ly as possible
ean, the points you make in your <
letter nublished in Trrn lwnnx of IVI
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r - t r 1 i - i , r i  . r ' ! 1p r1 ' ( ' 3 i e r l . - n ' l t en  g ra tu i t ous , -bu t  no
( : .e  ' i : :p :s  :h t l  ] l l i t \ i l l l  that  " l iv i r rg  creatures h f tve
t  - " ,F  - i . ' r , ' . * . . .  lnu, 'h  le .s  t r ies  to  def inc  whrr t  r ights .
I : ,  her  . r l : r {  r l )p{ ' l l 'ed  to  me t l ta t  t l r is  is  among- the
rn lrai t lef , , ' , ' t r-  ol '  historieal Christ ianity, rvhich a
r iqht i -s  1 lq1 ' r ' lopot l  

' fh , r is tn  or rght  to  cor rect .  Let  the
th ing c , r rnp le i r r r ' ,1  e f  bc  f i rs t  c lear ly  s ta te t l ,  and next
I. : t  tht:  cirrrsei l te r lenr., terl ,  sr-r f i tr  as pOssible.

Wr have a l r is t , r rv  o f  c r l le l t ] - .  ( ) lad i r tor ia l  shows,
in  which men s l t tu- th ter r : t l  t t te t r  fo t ' the amtrsement  o f
spectir tors. rvhen sl l l )presse(l .  rret 'e sueeeecled l lv vari-
ous sr rbst i t t t tes  in  r l i t le rc t r t  cor t r t t r ies ,  as  by l r t r l l - f ights
in Spain. In Errql:utr l ,  rve hncl bear-bt i t i l tg, antl
bar lger - l ra i t i l rg .  cock- f iuhts ,  a t td  o ther  s t rch spor ts '
besides the tnatt l i t tg of m&n by tnan rvith the f ist,  a
re l ic  o f  ar r t i r l r t i ty  which does not  here concern us.
These ' lsports" l tave been sttstai l ted by the zei l  of a
part of fhe Enqlish zrr istoet '11,6ry. i tr  al l i rnce with a
iery  r l is reputab le  c lass o f  the people .  1 'he1 'are no lv
suppressctl  bv the pol ice, and nrlry seem to tre extinct;
bri t-  st i l l  without lhe enttnciat iott  of any well  defi tred
orinciple. Pigcon-shooting for spot ' [  remains, btt t
has sirdrlenly becotne disreptrtabltl in the course of
the l i rst year or two; insottrtreh that appare-ntly a real
check tras been qiven to the practice. t'here has
been much writ ing against sal l t ton-f ishing with l ine
and rot l ,  agairrst fox-hrtnt i trg, antl  hare-httnt i t t .q, inr l ic-
at ive of & I lew sentiment wit lely sprearl among writ-
ers for the press. Ilut the topic appears to be con-
sir lered beneath the dignity of the pulpit :  nq church
nor leading church-organ pronounces upon it. Laws
have reeently been passed to forbirl lishing for sallnon
in unsuitable t irnes, or modes, or ki l l ing certain sea-
birds rvhi le they are breeding: bnt al l  this is in the
interest of man. not in consideration of any r ight pos-
sessed by the animals. Shooting at wild bircls and
beasts is- still considered, not as necessary butchery,
but as gentlemartly antusement. The most frightftri
eruelties are ineessantly inflicted otr irtnocent animals
by traps with iron teeth, and other fel l  devicesl
which contirrue to be legal and reputable, in spite of
the execrations oecasionally heard from eertain quar-
ters. Yet a volunttry society, rvl t ich aCfirst encoun-
tered r idicule, has in half  a certtrtry left  a dist inct im-
press on l)nglancl, and on Enqlish_law, to enforce the
Lumane treatment of animals. I t  is no longer r idi-
culed. It receives high patronage, ancl among its
patrons no natne is to be tnentiotte( with more honor
ihzrn that of lJ:rroness Coutts. 

-We 
English have

matle sorne progress, in a part of the communitY, to-
wards a gentler conceptiotr of our duty totvards our
humblest fr iencls antl  servants; btt t  i t '  is not easy to
define how much.

Oan we justly claim to have reprttliated, as applied
to arr imals, the celebratecl verr l ict against Dred Scott?
"Auirrul ls l tave rto r ights which men are bound to re-
spee[?" I t  rnay be rcpl iet l ,  "Yes: they ean claim as
a r ight, not to be subjer:t  to treedless crttelty." Neer.I-
less / l l rrch tt trns on that rvort l .  fn the cnuse of
science (a very inrle{inite p}rrase), animals are sub-
jectet l  to the nrost esqrt isi te tortures. tr i f ty years
ago. the t l iscr-rveries marle concerning t l te t terves l t
t l ie experrse of srtf fet ' i t rg innoeents t l trew a glare ot
splerrr lor trountl  YivtsucrroN; artd i t  was thottght
legit irnl, te to torture cats, rabbits, dogs, and horses,
foi the instrtrct ion of tnedical ptt lr i ls, or to repeat ancl
confirm a, tliseovr:ry. 'Ihis is ltorv dispt'ovetl lry some
mett ical merr. probably by many; others tott l lv ex-
plorle ttre defence that humatr rvelfare recluires
srrch cluelt ies. Emittent physicians l tave protested
that no nrlvantage has acerued to the art of healing
from any of these hrlrrors; btrt it is rare indeed for a
physician to avow that they eannot be justifietl by tlte
desire arrd hope of extending humatr httotoledge ;
moreover, the prtct iee of vivisectiort,  with agott ies
which those rvho have witnessed thetn ayow to be too
drearlfrr l  to narrate, colt t inues systentat ie, and (I fear)
not much abated. Li i t le now is talked of i t :  the
publie eonseience is ktrown to be uneasy. In sport,
bur middle-elass youth ape the cruelties of the rich-
est. It was in the papers. not long back, that a eom-
pany of yolrng men in Austral ia wcnt out with guns
ior the fun of shooting Iarge birts, which were known

mu: i  se rnake iuna thEt  l t  :3  3  rer r  c .  -1 . ] '  .en l :meni .
The late eecentr ic Charles l \ :aterton. who * 'ort l t l  not
al lorv a gur) to be f iret l  on his estate. antl  made fr iends
of al l  the birds. falsi f ied the predict ions of his neigh-
bors bv the excel lence of his crops. I t  is rrow recog-
nizecl ihat birds &re very serviceable to the cultivator
bv the destruction of grubs, and as }lohammeclans
rlb not liill srnall hatvlis ancl weasels atry rnore than
sparrows, these predatory species keep t-tre balance of
Nattrre in the f ields. I f  t t t trn leaves the butchering to
those t l ibes to rvltorn i t  is natural,-wlto do i t  Inore
effectual ly anrl  with less cruelty tharr he ean,-he
gains in terrderness of sentinrent towards the hurnbler
crea,tures. Christenclom seems in this irratter to fal l
below tlre Eastern nations, tln'ouglt uant qi ?'ererenee
.f 'or tnnde l i . f 'e. Artcient men, in civi l ized eoutttr ies,
marle i t  a part of rel igion to t :rke rto art irn:r l  l i fe
without rcognit ion of God as i ts sol l l 'ce. Slartghter
was tut ' tred i l r to : :-a,ct ' i { ice. Thotrgh plerrt i f tr l  strpet 'st i-
t ion encrustecl the pl irnit ive i t lea, R t 'evcrence for
bnrte l i fe lvas in sonte nations retaitrccl in connection
with i t .

If, leaving off to compare one religion with anoth-
er', rve ask, What chiefly perpetuates cruelty to ani-
rnals, antl hinclers tlte atternpt to fix any ideas as to
their rights !-we rnttst probably ansrvel', The belief
that their l ives rnay at any t ime be taken for ottr
srnall eonvenience. I![en asslttne withottt debate,
without a lnoment's serious thoucht. that brutes
have no r ight to l i fe, i f  their l i fe i tr terfere rvith our
sl ightest whim. Not only my hunger, or t latt .ger of
starvation, but the needless gratification of my palate,
passes as a suffieient reason for killing a w_ild bird or
beast. The l ike may be said, not orr ly i f  I  need the
hide or the clown to save me frorn perishing by cold,
but if I covet its feathers as an ornantent, or its horns
or tusks for the marliet. .Thus the prineiple is laid
down that its life is of less importance than my emp-
tiest pleasures. and this, even if in killing it I pro-
duce wide-spread distress to the living. Amateur
butchers are elumsy I much cmelty arises from
wounding without killing. Law cannot forbid cru-
elties in detail, if it allow incliscrinrinate slattghter.
Ilearts are hardened by eustom, and thus the evil
spreads.- 

Evil it must be called; yet to establish fixed princi-
ples that shall guide eonduct rightly is no light task.
llluch eombination of earnest minds will be wanted.
The Brahmins aspired to a high morality, in refusing
to take brute life at all; though in self-defence we
nrust be in permanent rvar with the more porverful
carnivora, ancl lvith cortntless triltes of insects. l'he
first step towarrls a just theory seems to be, a right-
ful classifieation of animals into clitTerent grades, on
which their rights must ciepend.

1. Anirnals which have feel ings as sensit ive as ours
have a elaim upon us to respeet those feel ings. '  Al l
walm-bloodecl creatures at least are here included.
To a phi losoplt ic slaveholder, who asks "why he may
not f log a blael i  fel low" at pleasure, i t  is irnpossible to
give any val id attswer, rvhich rvi l l  r tot erl tral ly apply
against tortut'ing a horse. Those who have equal an-
imol sensit iveuess, whether i t  be two men, or a nral l
and a horse, stantl het'e cltt the same footing. Antl as
regart ls anirnal slaughter, thr- ' inferenee is, that i f  you
nrrr.st ki l l  a horse (for whatever reason), or i f  i t  be a
t ieer, or a slurrk that you need to ki l l .  you should ki l l
him as tentlerly as you rvoulcl ki l l  a man, rvhen vou
believe i t  r isht to ki l l  hirn; that is, yott ntust inf l ict as
l i t t le pain'as possible. Vivisecfoi 's colcl ly assume
that, beeause a horse is rvorn out ancl no longer
"rvorth his feed," and' on that account it is resolvecl
to kill hirn, it is therefore lawful to liill him with tor-
ture; strch torture, as, if inllicted on a lnan, would
rollse burning indignation in whole nations. The
vivisector has to prove that he has any such right
over another being, equally sensit ive as himself.  I fe
will not attenrpt to establish his right by quoting any-
thing about "cursed Canaan;" antl it is harcl to see
(the Bible failing hirn) what philosophy ean justify
lrim. TIe hopes, forsooth, "to enlarge the boundaries
of seience by it," and "possibly to abate future human
suffering." It ig well to add possilr/y,' but this is a
verv infirm justifiea.tion of deliberate torture.

TYe necd not be entangled in Brahminical semples

f l l r l t r - i  r  r - I l  . - r ! u .  I  r . r .  . :

numerous ( lue: t ions c ' f  fac t .  l tu t
ha^-q to deal * ' i th the prineiple. n')
venience or the pleasure of the p:
real necessity, gives us a r ight to
ganized as sensit ively as ourselves,
sufTering in <leath.

3. The question of relation to ma
us. A sportsman of kindlv nature
for the eourfortable okl age of a ho
carried him, ancl 'would be grievecl t
imal to a poor master for mean wo
treatnrent. Povelty rnay force cons
gratitucle is felt f<-rr old and faithful s
where there is personal affection, a
where there is no Derscltr:r l  relat io
th&t our r ights over animal l i fe are i
tain domestieity. I f  by clefenri ing
their nttnrbers to int 'rease. our r icht
rvhieh w(ruld not have existecl rvi t l
pears greater than i tr  the ease of n' i
independent of ns. Let this be thr
er del late. I t  is not expedient to pr
Its ohiect has been to ery: i te t lrough
which has lrever yet had due atterrt
of Christian morals, or in any large

TIIN DOCTEINE OF NI

My Dnan Mn. Annor. l
Ilfy excuse for this argument or

"freedorn and neeessity" is the bel ie
reforms now in progress, inclttcling
fornr you have at heart, aet upon
ineonsistent wilh the "freedom" t
this. I  cannot i iew discussion on
mere war of rtrords, but as someth
vital. I will as briefly as possible
ean, the points you make in your r
letter published in Tlrn Ixnnx of 14

1. As to obeying the strongest m
me fair to believe that the strongesl
obeyed, unless so?ne renson is offerc
is not. You refer to the establirhm
criterion for deterrnirring the relativ
tives. TVhat has sfrengtlr, to do ir
strongest does not rvin ? How coul
help to clear the subject ?

2. Yon say: ' (Does oul ' fr ierrt l  ad:
cornntands the possible ?tt I  aclmit
the possible, as physical health cor
to the larvs of health, as Nature eor
to her reqnirements general ly, i f  wr
fruits of obetl ience. Noi because t l
may get rvithotrt her larv altogetl
fatecl to blossom. in aecortlance rvitl
and rvithout it. Shall we thereforc
the sunshine. and al l  general inf lur
fatecl ? Sunshine, licht, ancl warrn
its J-ate, '  without these i t ,s fate is
one, but none the less fated in eit l
the much more complex productio
ing; he is a thousand t imes nlore I
f lower, and subject to a mil l ion.
enees,

3. You say: '6If  a man is deterr
course, he nrnst fol low it ,  r ieht or
pay." Let me ask i f  this i i  t ,he

fact t};^at the course pays, or that hr
con.sfflrrtes tlte determination P If l
ly that which under the circumstan
to do, it is hrirdly fair to deseribe I
rvith a rope ronnd his neck. 'Ihis

fitly pieture the man obeying the w
4. You say you wish nre to perce

"cnts away all coneeptions, not or
mands, but of pol icy also." This
for the reason that the fate whic
our aetirrn in everv instance I holc
after a long deliberation, or after tl:
termination as the ease may be,
most agreeable; no more and na
and a part of this fate with many-r
of policy.
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of Animals.
OII F. \Y. NI]WMAN.

f*r,ro are often warnecl that
lovo betleen (-)hrist iatr breth-
lic to the tlttty of lovitrg men
o l ie  so,  b t r t  ( i t  i s  compla i r red)
rrrtl such the rcsult. 'l 'his is
rse of a bt 'oacler pt 'oposit ion, a

I 'atr i<-rt isur is r ight I  yet t l te
entai ls inj t tst ice t<.r foreigner" ' .
ar ise in pol i t ical emergettcies,
i thai the "brotlterhoocl," the
iot istn, ancl even eontmon jus-
l l .  There is an egotism of the
hich, iu devotiott  to the inter-
r lenies the r iglrts of whatever
nic i t  is proposed now to wt' i te.' from 

t l ie Hebrerv Scriptt tres
rl the kirrd treatmettt of ani-
umerous, but they are clecisive.
i  nothing very definite may be
y the duty of getttleness ancl
ntaincrl  beyond a driubt in nu-
principles. Notrvithstanding

rle fact that the oriental sar-
tendom the "I-Iel l  of Att irnalstt
, f  truth. ( lruelt ies are perpe-
scale, incessantly and through
,ranee arises from any of the
rgh now anct thett the indigna-
,ells irrto an outcry, ancl some
s. I lut even so. no prineiples
l id down. Cruelty to a l iving
l,-when gratuitous,-but no
r that " l iv irrg creatures have
rs tries to define whtr,t rights.
to me that t l r is is among the
torieal Christ ianity, tvhich rI
sln ought to correct. Let the
e l i rst clearly stat,et l ,  and next
ed, so frr as possible.
i  cmelty. ( i ladiatorial shows,
,retl trte,n for the amttscment of
:essed, lvel 'e sueceeded by vari-
rent cottntr ies, as by btt l l - f ights
rr l ,  wc had beer-bnit i t tg, antl
ights, arrd ot l ier sueh sports,
,f rnan by mlln rvith the fist, a
ch does n<lt l tet 'e col lcern us.
een sustained by t lre zttal of a
rr istoeriucy, ir t  al l izrnce with a
of the people. ' I 'he1'are now

le, Antl  nrl iy seem to tre extinct;
nunciat iort of any rvel l  defirrecl
lot ing for sl lort remains, brtt
disreptrtable i tr  the eourse of
rsorrrtteh that appnrently a real
r to the practice. l'here has
;ainst salnton-f ishing with l ine
rnting, ancl han:-httntitttt, inrlic-
rent wir lely spreatl  &mong writ-
i the topic appears to be con-
qnity of the pulpit :  no. chureh
ian pronounces upon it. Laws
sed to forbitl lishing for salmon
r modes, or ki l l ing certain sea-
reeding: trut al l  this is in the
consideration of any r ight pos-

. Shooting at wi ld bircls and
'ed, not as necessary butchery,
u:ement- ' I 'he most fr ightful
l r  i : : l :c :ed on innocent  an imals
,* : f  .  . r ' .d  n :h* :  fe l l  der iees:

to l ive in a cet ' tai I I  groye. The poor att imit ls, arr-rt tsed
fronr sleep, f luttercd about bl ir i t lcd jrr thc t la-vl igl t t ,
antl  fel l  cCsy vict inrs. ' I 'he young nlen hatl  t i re satis-
frct ion to boast that t ,hey left  on t l te grouttd ruore
than one hutrtlred antl fifty harrnless bats, clelrd or
wourrdecl,  antl  l ingering i t t  agony.

Not science ort lv, t tor sport only, but eookery
l lso c la i tus  i ts  v ic t i tns .  A wht r lesome st i r  has been
made in the press of l l r te aql inst t l le crtrelt ios I lerpe-
trnted orr calves to rnirke their f lesh lvl t i t t ' ,  for the
grati l ' icat iotr of t l re el l tet ' 's eyes, and ft l r  at l  i t tcrease of
i=enclerness, probably inraginery, in conscqttel lc 'e; i t  is
reportet l  that a fc:rv btt tchers havc changed t l teir prae-
t iCe. I lut this is orr ly olte of the atrocit ie.s ever ab
work against the helpless beitrgs who are placed _ut
our nc;r'cy. Itan, sals Thortlpson, ought to be the
lord, but not the tyratrt  of the world.

Can we now trice the cau.sc's of this lamentable
conduct ? lVhA is L'hristendom worse in tltis matter
than 'l'urkey or India ? In so far as tlte Eastern
eountries ar6 better, it is because their religious setrti-
rnent shelters anitnals. A Turk (for instanee) rvi l l
not kill a rvild creitture for mere spot't. fle savs,
"God gave i t  l i fe: I  wi l l  nottake from it  what I  ean-
not give." I f  the animal is dattgerotlsr or is needed
for fi'ocl or clothing, he ltas no scrttple against killing
it :  but even to drown a kit ten, lest cats be too rtu-
merous, he disapploves. This seruple inconvenietrt-
ly fills 'furkish tbrvns lilith wild antl famishecl. cats,
but not the less exhibits to us the ze:r l  ancl sincere
difference of -Mussulman selttiment from ours. Ilirds,
it is saicl, are permitted to take their-shale of cargoes
of corn on the Nile by Mohamrnedan owners, who
think it irnpious to drive thenr away. If this be a su-
perstition, it is more arniable than our-practice, nor
i lrusb we make sure that i t  is a very costly sentiment.
'Ihe late eeeentric Charles Waterton, who woultl not
allow a gun to be firecl on his estate, and rnade friends
of al l  t l re birds, falsi f ied the predict ions of his t teiglt-
bors by the excel lence of his crops. I t  is now lecog-
nized that birds are very serviceable to the cultivator
bv the destruction of grubs, and as } lohammeclans
do not liill srnall halvlis ancl weasels atty rnore than
spArro'tils, these predatory species keep t-he b-alarrce of
fr iature in the f ielcls. I f  tnanleaves the butchering t<-r
those tr ibes to' lvhorn i t  is natura,l ,-who do i t  rnore
effectrral ly anrl  rvi [h less cruelty tharr he ean.-]re
gains in tentlerness of sertt i tnent towards the hutnbler
cleatures. Christenclom seems in this irratter to fal l
below t lre Eastern nations, t l trough uunt qi reterence
.t'or lntde li.l 'e. Ancient men, in civilized eoutrtries,
nrade i t  a part of rel igion to take no art i tnzt l  l i fe
withr-nrt rcognit ion of God as i ts sol l l 'ce. Slattghter
was turnerl i rr to sacri{ ice. Though plerrt i f tr l  srtperst i-
t ion enertrsted the prirrr i t ive idt 'a, a leverence for
bmte l i fe was in sonre l tat ions retaitrccl i tr  eonttect ion
with it.

I f ,  leaving off to compare nne rel igion with anoth-
el ' ,  we ask,-What chief ly perpetuates cruelty to ani-
rnals, anci hinclers tlte atternpt to fix atry ideas -as tq
their r i l lhts i-we rnttst probably ans$rer, The bel ief
that thei l  l ives may at any t ime be ttken for ortr
small eonvenienee. lllen assun)e without debate,
without a moment's set'itlus thought, thnt brutes
have no r ight to l i fe, i f  their l i fe i tr terfere rvith our
sl ightest rvhim. Not only my hunger, ot t lattger of
starvation, but the neeclless gratification of my palate,
passes as a strfficient reason for killittg 1-w_1ld bird -or
beast. 'Ihe like may be saicl, not otrly if I need the
hide or the clowrr to save rne frorn perishing by cold,
but if I eovet its feathers as an ornantent, or its horns
or tusks for the marliet. .Thus the prineiple is laid
down that its life is of less irnportance than my emp-
tiest pleasures, and this, even !f in killing it I pro-
duce wide-spread distress to the living. Amateur
butchers are elumsy; much cruelty arises from
rounding r i thout. ki l l iug. .  T:1- eannot forbid.enr-

coneernitrg insects and aninrals of lon' orqanizntiott .
A sphinx nrotlr .  n'hen i ts stonrach rvas crrt  orrt .  l i i l led
ancl clevrrule<l ot lret ' i t rst,cts. A ct ' :rb. n'hetr i ts t ' l l l '  is
wotnrclet l ,  l i ic l ts i t  off ,  and hops rvithotrt  i t ,  t tnt i l  an-
other claw hzrs growt). Such anitnt ls h:rve cr:rtainly
so l i t t le  sens i t ive t ress that  l ' i ren the i r  destnrc t i r , r t t  is
neccssary, the nrorle of i t  is general l_v quite rtrr inrpor'-
tant. Not sr"r.  to ki l l  rats or phc.asants bv poison-
Each of these prlct ices is repoblted as clurgenrus to
rl)an: btt  besit les. i t  is cnrel to the animals.

2. \Ye havc also to consit lel  rvhnt secontlary mis-
cl l ief rve c&ttse; as, i f  rve rvourrd tht 'ee, i tr  ort lerto ki l l
and catch one. Ag:r i tr ,  rvhen animals have sensit ive
moral af lect ions or '  i ln intel l igent selse of clrnger,
shal l  our phi losophy just i fy rvountl ing the henrt of a
mother by slaugtrtc'r of her oflspring, in order merely
to glatify <.rut' palate, \r'lrcrr lte have other footl in
plerrty ? Or wil l  i t  just i fy drivin.g thonsands from
their aecustonrerl  haunts into distant and less desir-
able abodes, beeuuse i t  is otrr eitsiest mode of inrme'-
diately gctt ing blubber or tongues ? These are quel
tions for New llorals to stucly anrl solve. An Ilnglish
gentleman, l!fr. John Smith of }lalton. who hrs rvrit-
ten a classical work on -Itrtrils antl Farinace:a lhe
Proper lrood, qt'' Man, narrates in it what befell him as
the result of a paper read before a l i tcrary soeiety on
the phenomelri l ,  of sensation. I t  led him to inquire:
" ls  rnan jus t i f ied in  s lar rg l r ter ing an imals forh is  food,
seeirrg that they for many of theml are exqtr isi t ively
sensible of pleasure and pain ?" I I is reply was, that
only leal necessity can just i fy i t ;  i .e. i f  the rvelfare of
the superior and nobler l i fe can only be maintained
by the sacri f ice of the lower. Further investigation
convineecl him that a diet wir ich <loes not sacri f ice an-
imal l i fe is even better for nan than a diet on f lesh or
mixed with f lesh. That is an inquiry involving
numerous questions of fact. IJut moral philosophy
has to deal with the prineiple, n'hether mere con-
venience or the pleasure of the palate, withoub any
real necessity, gives us a right to kill ereatures. or-
ganized as sensit ively as ourselves, enjoying l i fe and
sutTering i l r  denlh.

il. The question of relatioti to man here opens upon
us. A sportsman of kindly nature is apt to provide
for the eonrfortable ol<l age of a horse that has long
carried him, and n'oulcl be grievecl to sel l  such an an-
imal to a poor master for me:rn v'orli and nriserable
treatntent. Povet'ty rnay frrrce consent; but a certain
grati tucle is felt  for old and faithful service ; st i l l  more,
where there is personal affection. as in a dog. But
where there is no personal relrt ion. i t  rvould seem
that our r ights over animal l i fe are increased by a eer-
tain dome.*t ici ty. I f  by clefenrl ing sheep we cause
their nunrbet 's to inerease. our r iqht to take the l ives
rvhich rvr,rulcl not ha,r'e existetl *'ithout our e&re ap-
pears grcater than i tr  t l re case of n' i l t l  anirnals rvhol ly
independent of us. Let this be thrown out for ful l-
er debate. I t  is not expecl ient to prolong this paper.
I ts object has been to eSli te thouglrt  on a large topic
which has never yet had dtre attention in any system
of Christia:ytl tL 
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t"t'-ffiian society.
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Mv Dnen Mn. Annor,:-
IlIy excuse for this argument on the question of

tt freedorn and necessity" is the bel ief that al l  valuable
reforms now in progress, inelutling the theological re-
fornr you have at heart, aet upon principles wholly
inconsistent wilh the "freedom" theory. Believing
this. I cannot iiew discussion on the strbject as a
merb war of words, but as something practical and
vital. I will as briefly as possible answer, as I best
ean, the points you make in your criticism upon my
letter published in Txr Ixnrx of Mareh 23, 1872.

1. As to obef ing the strongest motive: it seems to


