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. of that House to vote the public taxes from' year to year.

Thig is its indefeasible and inalienable inheritance and furrction,

so long as the laws, rights, and constitution of England

stand; so long as King (or Queen), Lords, and Commons

are venerated. To preserve this right intact for .{s successolsr.

nray almost be called the primary constitutionaT duty of the

Irow€r House.
, If an English House of COmmons could do anything so

traitorous as to pass a Bill for vesting in the Crorvn or thc

IUinisters--either for ever, or only'during the next Session of -
l 'urliament-the right of national taxation, such a Bill would

bc n gross and indefensible usurpation; an overthroying of the

fundamcntal larv of the land, whichrlwhile it bids {arlilgrent
to cxist, dcfines also the functions of Parlia'nrentKEvery
I[rybe of Commons is appointed to definite duties during it\i
oruril tcrm of eristence I but as it is not self-originated, nor
self-invested rvith power, so neither can it forbid successors to \-

arise, or divest them of their legitimate powers. If the con-
stitutional rights of future Parliaments are to be lessened, it
must be by an extraord.iuary national settlement, not by an
ordinary pfoeess of intra-parliamentary Iegislation. Accord-
ingly, it would be resented as an extravagant usulpation, if

' 
the Parliament of 1850 were to enact a complete sched.ulc of
the taxes which shall be levied in the year tgZO. This woulcl
be as trulv a violence to the Constitution as if the Lords or
the Queeo'ru.., to vote the taxes, instead of the Commons :
aud in fact, it might be used as successfully for despotic

I purposes. The laudable desire, of consulting the pcrsonal
{ dignity and domestic independence of our sovereigns, has

indeed led,Pariiament to infringe the strict limit of its power,
so far as to settle the Civil List prospectively d.uring'an entire
reign ; but evegz this would be extremely dangerous, if a
totally oew spifit had not come into our sovereigns since thd
House of Stuart,was discarded. Ind,ee{ at the Restoration, tr1p
when all zeal for the Constitution was drowned in extravagant
joy at having r.ecotered the person of the King, the unprece.
dented settlement of 1,2001000/. a year for life on Charles II.
rrould have enabled him to overrhrow the liberties of England,

l l

if he had not been procligal and indolent. When- ne# fears
. about'religion arose, at the accession of Janrcs [I., Parliament
lessened the siandiirg, income to ZOO,OOOT. B year i ]et the
history of his reign shows, that had he been despotically in-
clined only in a ci,uil and not also in preligiotrs sense, this grant
had armed him sufrciently to destrd/ the Constitution duririrg
his entire .life. To 

'extend 
the allorybnce of the Civil List

beyoncl the duration of p Parliament, is an infringement bf
strict right dictated by courtesy to the Crown. \ilhile mocle-
rate in amount, and honourably applied; it \4'itl be cordially
ancl frankly approved. But if ever such a grant should be
hereafter used' to evil purposes by a king who rvas plotting

' ' 
against the lau's, a futurd Parliament would feel itself /compe-

tent to dilorvn such a settlement as illegal-uns4nctioned by

it, and not binding on the subjects. Such an enormity, as a

settling iu one reign the taxes of foilowing reignsr-taies to

be paid by nen unborn to priuces unbornr-has not yet been

heard of in an English House of Commons-

So much the more amazing is it, that any'Minister under

such a Constitution should ever have undertaken to mortgage

for. pres'enl uses the inconrings fromtferpetual future taxation.

He rvho asks a loan, canuot offer as security. something which

is not in his right or possession. If a British Chancellor of

the Exchequer, ou contracting a loan, were to giuarantee re-

llal meut fto- a tax on the .providce of Neqr Yoryk, it cannot

be doubted that the governmentrof the United States Would

*eseht it, as a direct cldiq on our P4rt to lhe sovereignty of

I{ew York. No less fistinctlyr-if the same Chancellor Bro-
clairn : ., \Yhosoever will pay me d.own a thousand pounds

in the year 1850, shall receive forty pounds.every year for

*u.1. ooi of the taxes which shall be henceforyard voted, as,

in particular, in the year 186Q"-will he be assuming for

himself, and takiDg away from the Parliament of 1860 the

authority to tax or not to t3x in that year ? Nor does it avail

to say, that the l\linister d"icl it by3dvice of'Parliement; for.

o* oo existing House ean deprive its successors of indefeasible

r.ights, the House l' i l l be committing usurpation as mqch as

the lfinister. r
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