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" Efe that nrleth oyer qtan must be rusr, nrling in tho ferr of Glod;

" aud he ebsll be as the light of the Sun rising in a cloud,lee Dc:nhg."
.Lut porh of tt* m $ Jar..

l

a

NOT1IINGHAM:
lrurlrD'!! ;nBYllroor, nAtT.ry, ltrD gn:rR, LIaTIll ealll.

188t.



THE COMNG REYOTI]'[[0N..

RY the ta"rel

A LECNIIRE AT MANCHESTER, 1875'

" o!t .

PR OVIN CIAL LEGISI_,ATI]  RE S,
lENtitIEd RE.ORGANIZATION OF ENGLISE INSTITUTIONS')

BB-PT'BIJSEAD BY

?BUBNEB AND CO. ,  LUDOATE I r rLL ,  LO: {DON.

\

e

Sour forty'yearri &go, some Austrisn authorities were fright-
ened by the arrival of a treatise on the BrvolurroN of Double
Stdrs, anil confipcateil it as contrabanil. Ambitious and -.

avaricious m-en in" EJglantl are not so sitly. 
'Worrls 

qdd

phrases clo not frilhten them; but eerioug talk about Justice,,
if tle pess. of a nation gives ear to it, is to them truly
alarming. EIas not s great philosophic statesmau taught us
tiat in natibnsl,.affairs Expetliency ought to ileciile every-

-thi-ig, 
anil that sll tatk of Justice ie misleacling ? Ilave not

multitudes of his clisciples insistecl, that Justice is ouly a little

star, which twinkles for private men and for homely use,

while to statesmen who pct on & g""ia theitre, Edpcd,imcy
is the glorious Sun, illumining the ciiplomatic firmament ?
t'No Enthusiasm," cries ihe Whig, emulating Talleyranil.
'When 

Benthainiteg ancl Liberals ancl Baclicsls eith€r Bfltr-

pathize with or.submit to such tloctrine, no on€ cau .tpttt'

colleotive Toryism tb beaome champiohs'of Justice. Thus

ststesmen in mass atlore the gocltlesg ExpnDrnNcy. 
'We 

soo

the natural oonsequences. Thet safeguaril of Justice to all

humble persons,-trial by Jury,:supposetl to be an'English'
, man's birthright, hss been so largely supplantetl by''.S.

Summary powor of Magistrates, unpaitl anil paidl, thit

through the treatment of lrrl the 
"o.tior, 

ncrt lho pooror

classes of the towns, the saroagm of " Justice's Justioe " bag
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been for full 'forty yesrs I witlespreacl moan' Tbe " Just

Ruler over men, ruling in the fear of Gocl," has not yet risen

as s brill iant Sun upoh us.

." fil t.l,: nobis nisi, Fer ?tos."-rt Nothing shall be done

concemi:rg us without onr sgency,l' wag the formulF of free

Elungary, and was the sentiment also of freedom in Englanil;

aruong tire men who knew how hard it is to obtain Jugtice in

Co.uncils from wlich you &re shut. out. From the very com.-

mencement English peasants were clebarrecl. from part or lot

in Parliament. In conBequence they coulil not keep the

better state rto which the first Eclwarcl had raieetl them ; but

under the thiril Eclw*rcl they were forcetl by the whip to

work for a wege appoiateil ovel their heacls. To this clay the

vast majority lies uniler a ilespotism, temperecl by the liberties
of otber clssees.

Tflomen also have been legislatecl for by the male €ex, on
the obviously false fretence thai men have no motive to be
unjust to women. In fact the iajustices &re m&ny, inveterate.
and. very great. A vast heap of new injustices have rusheal
in upon the country while we fancy that we are free ancl
glorious. Ilinisters secretly tletermine on reffi, anrl actually
entangle us, without condulting Parliament. 

'Without 
any

public, fre-e, unbiassecl rliecussion or ilebate on lbe jwtice of
&'wa,r, lye a,re first plungeil into what may bex awful bloocl-
guiltiness, ancl then the whole force of party influonce is put
forth to conetrain votes. While no gdin to Justice is alloweil
by the rightful authodty of Parliament, Beyere mischief is
tlone to d.omestic legislation by foreign w&r, just or unjust.
Lord John Russell, with tears in his eyes, abanclonecl his
promised Reform Bill, becatuc we were ilrifting into the

r \l-rittpu before r.lur horrible crime at Aleraud.ria.

./.

crimean war ! Parliament has ALwAys roo xuog ro oo, and
'' every new load laiil upon it causes huried legislation al a

session'g enil or at midnight hours, and openp thg door to a
clique of intriguebs, chiefly meillcal.; who hav€ no authority
for their ambiiious and. clespotiq efforte from irny fair clebate
of collective med,igaf mep. The beginning wes well meant
ancl ve'ry specious. A few"physioians, wiser in'their own ert
than ,in Politics, grievecl 'over our unsanitary st*te, anal -

(apfarently) failecl to uncleretenal sorle of its factors, perhaps i

its chief factors,-lrgqorance ancl.Yice in th6 peopls on the
one side,-Private Tenure of the soil on the other. Without
removing, er trying to reBove, either of these cat*ct, they
imaginecl that they coulil r.emoye the ffietr by-what ? By
Act of Parliament which compclled the towns to pour into the
natural gtreams the moit iletestable fllth I A cleecl which

, I
before wa,s pcnat, they incluoeil Perliament to make c'ompulsory.
In that yeer (1848) Par{ament may have been so preoccupieil
by the Continental Revolutione ancl by fear'of their imitation
in the Upitecl Kingilom, that it ooulil not give time to consitler

. the meaeure pressecl upon it. Ho* barbarous ig our Constitu-
tion, which loacle a single legislature with duties and. power so
overwhelming. ' Out of this measure it oannot be pretencled,
that no goocl Brosor Y."y manJr towns were benefitecl at the
expense of the oilldgcs, whose stresms were spoiletl; s procesg
which continues to this clay. The Thsmes bscarne Bo foul,
that Parliament itself was well-oigh stifleal by the evil otloure.
At vast erp€nso a relief wss in four or five years obtainecl for
Lond.on. The norioup system of tiquiit,^itrainaga having been
enforcecl by the highest autho$ty, the tangle became oppalling

when r€verse legielation o&me on. The mischief hss be€n

clone by allowing physioians to dictate law.
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But ti:e *tale must ga backwarcl. Uniler the powerful

n:inistry of Lord Grey, it hsd been cliscerneal by keen oDservers

how obed.ient wss Parliament to the ministers, and how fond.

were the " Whigs ;' of reforming in Benthdmitp fashion by

Central Power. Certsin meclical men got the ear ofthe'War

Office and the Aclmg:alty, end persuatlecl these authorities'

that for the efficiency of an almy antl navy 
!h. 

continental

aystem was t&e right one ;-ui 2., to s-upply soldiers and sailorir' 
'

#itU an adequaie number of ,o1r.hu*iir, ,l*o., of the State,

who are to be cleansed ss mere.sewers-things, not persons.

Euch socrecy was observecl, that no whisper of the scheme-
got sbroad to the publio. Lord Melbourne, then pqime
minisier, had given hie asient to it; but 

'William 
IY. tliect

before the scheme could be brought before Parliament. 
'Qneen

Victoria succeedeal'to the thrope. Ilereupbn Lgrcl'Melbouro. 
*'

d.eclared, that if,was simply impossible to-aek q maid,en Queen
io set her siguature tn slrch s BiU of Parliament. 

'What 
a

condemnation of it to every horalist t to . every states*{.
with whom morality is paramount oyet, crookecl Expeiliency'
ancl dire Ambition ! But rREt did the Statesmen ssy.to it ?
'We 

know from later events.\ They saial,: ,,Morality, the
English Constitution, AnceshTLl Law, women's iatural antl
cardinal rights, mubt ar yieTf,before the exigencies of military
servic€ an4 men,s eensuality." guch is the deaclly i:nmo-
rality ancl injuetice which the principle cslled Expecliency
enforceg. so little tlo the upper classes of Englancl oare for
that rule of Justice, which alone a Just Gocl ancl Just tlature
can bless.

Lord- Melbourne'e
eecret w&s kept for
ware were fought by

project was temporarily crushed: the
full thirty ye&rB. Meanryhile terrible

English troops. It suffices to nqme the

. Syrian and Afgh&n w&rs, three Chinese w&rs, the Burmese.
: *ar; the Crime&n war, andthe wsr of the Indian {';!iny, in

none of which cl.itl any onetoutside guess that English solaliere,.
anh.sailors wexe feeble (as the doctors hacl preteoded)' from
want of ttle abuntlant ancl safe harlots allegecl to be esgential
to health.ancl strength. The reader mey naturally ask, Ilow

lilo ,we now know Lorcl Melbourne's seoret ? It has- been

" reveeled. throdgh Harriet Msrtineau. Because she wss - at "

the time * ,oo.t"ot- anrl powerful writer in the Daity .\'aor,'' 
th; #ife of a Oabinet Migister ca[ed onaer, hoping to engage
her,influential pen on the sicle of this foul plot. -1She refuseal

.flatly and indiSq-gntly, but kept the secret,'when-ihe.echeme
, sud.d,wrly evaporff{ed. Only long after, when'it was succeso-

, f r i , r v

fully renewedl, clicl sfu clisclose the previous attemft.

See the .pernioious results of allowing the Executive to
' originate Legislation, ancl incleecl to be'the expectecl leeder of

all iriportant law. Military and naval. officers, accustomed

to clespotism, lenient to unchastity in o€q, but rlespisers of
,,r, unchaste women ancl reckless of such women's rights, oPen

ihrit r*tr glatlly to surgeons who unblushingly syow thst,

Fornication is necesEery to the health of the unmarrigcl;

surgeons who believe the morbicl ancl fals6 assertions of self-
: 

excusing profligates, but are certainly ignorant of the experi-

ence of chaste men;-an ignorance which implies that they

were unchaste themselves from earliest youth.; surgeons
-who, 

however irammecl with one-sided statistics, are quite

unecqua,intecl with history antl with the humau mincl, utterly

thoughtless about the rights of women antl the Eure results of

moral ilepravity. Ofrcers inuredl to make the efficiency of

troops peranouut, snatob gteedily at the promise of having

fewer soldiers in'dospital, bliud to the certainty tbst to
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facilitate profligacy facilitateg exce'ss and eusures collapse.

Such men secretly'importrfire the Prime Minister, ancl ply

l:im with suigeons'arguments,' until with him ibey concoct

stealthy legislation for Tidnight hgurs: nor have this power-

ful ancl immoral clique shrunk to .avow that great tact was

useil to cpnceal their cleeils of 6gr[n$sd from the more

religious part of the nqfion. 
- 

*
After success in 1848 in passing their compulsory Act for

polluting our rivers, the Sanitary Reformers, or their more
forward section, plannecl a compulsory pollution of oul aeins;

and appliecl to the late Sir Robert Peel-in hope of engaging
hie aid. for a compulsory cow-p9"i"g df evq,ry infant; uncler
the same belief thdt Artifici&l Impurtty is the normal road to
Elner,rs. Sir Robert gave them a flat repulae,, declaring that
Britons.woulil never epclure tirc making of clioease compulsory.

-But the intriguers knew better. They knew that we aie &
most lau-abiditrg people; ancl that any smsll fraction which
dared. to oppose LAw once passecl *oulil now. instantly' be
crushed by an irresisiible and unrelenting Central power;
bence all theytad to d.o, was, to work in secret on Parlia-
meut in ite houre of emptineBs ancl sleepiness. Sir Bobert
Peel feil from his horse anil wae lost to us in 1850. Three
years ki,ter the Emperor Nicolas sent Menchikoff to Con-
stantinople with sharp anil haril clemands, anct'invacleil what
is now calletl, Roumania ; out of which c&lne the Crimean
war. 

'Whether 
this g&ve the opportunity which was Bo

eleverly rr;ized, the preeenl writer c&nuot clefinitely assert.
Certai:rly in tbat year both Parliament snd the nation and
the newepepers were too intent on foreign afrairs to be at all
sharp-aighted as to English legislation. Certainly in that
year a law of compulsory Vaccination (so callecl) wls passed;

certainly also, for four or five ye&rs after, tl. mBsB of the
gentry were. unaw&re of the new lsw: so stealthy wae the
process, so inohservant the retailers of news.' This is no

plaoe to clo more than state the outliqes of this enormityi

SufEce it to observe, (1) that no public clebate oh the efficacy

of Yaccination has ever been helcl either iu Parliamen! or in

uoy open council of meilical men. (2) that its supporters

ouerlook tlte j.rst princi,ple oJ al,l modem science. They cannot

tleny thst Small Pox hatl a beginiring in fiIth of fooil or of

air, yet they forget or ileny that the same causet must still

produce the same efec.t.' They gratuitously anil absurdlly

declare that that is no longer possible ; but that every caee

of small pox is occasioned by transmission,'and might have
' 
been preventecl by vaccinstion or by re-vaccination. 

'(3)

clenying tbe true cadsid of small. pox, tbey clraw off attention

from them by inculcating the infusion of a new clieease.

(4) if oow pox cloes not remove the true causes of small pox,

but can (as they say) prevent the eruption, it is certaia that

Nature will tahen her revenge in some otber ancl worse way.

(6) confesse(Uy 6mall pox neverFcreaseg the mortality, but in

a,ppearanc€ even lessens it, other clisesses becoming less fatel

when it is most active: hence in no case is it a matter for

Pa,rliamentarj conc€rn at all. .Yet so eminent B man as

Dr. Iryon Playfair macle the ricliculous assertion in Parliament

that Vrccinstion saves.us 801000 lives eYery yesr. (6) there

is not a shrod of proof for what is so boldly ossertetl, thst

Yaooi:ration 6t)er leese:led small pox. " The iligease wag

di-inishiag atrcaily before Jenner took up Vaccination I antl,

for thirty yeers after, only a v€ry smsll fraotion of Englantl

wes v&coinstod. Ydt sll that fime it was climinishingr evi-

clently through improvetl habits, botter surgery ancl a sualden

I)
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geuer&i d.iswe of inoculation, which hsil so fatally sprearl tle
diseaee. (7) finelly autl chiefly, no Parliament has any right
over healthy boiliee of chilfuen or aclults. Pro-vaccinators
pretend, (what some have cellecl blasphemy of the Creator)
that a perfectly healthy infant is a focus of clangerous infec-
tior. To commanil the infusion of oow pox, is on the part of
any Parliament, as clear a usurpation as to compentl the
i:rfusion of the plague. To . forbitl perfect. health, is &s
monstrous &n overstepping of legitimate law-makiog, as to
forbid. chestity. A power which plays such tricks forfeits all
moral right to obedience, and if overthrown by iusurreetion,
its faII will be justifieil by future historians. Many revolu-
tions bave been from much smsller causes. such are the
enormitiee from.stealthy eecret legislation, by which Englisli
Law forfeits all right to be esteemecl venerable aud sacred. 1.-
by which also Patriotiem ie undermined.

As Lord Melbourne wa' abashed by the thought of a Maiden
Queen, ao perhaps were his successor' by the presence of
Prince Albert at her sitle. Certainly th.oy did not renew their
foul intrigue till after his aleath, when'the Queen was cleeply
immersed in ber own grief anil in her f*mily interests, ancl
hsil a great d.istaete for all public business. rn 1g64 they
carried an Act concerning certain places callecl Garrisou
Towns, which wa,s ttot compulsory, ancl excitecl no notice. rn
1866 they ma,cle it compulsory, untler the asgur&nce of a trusted
minister that the new Bill oontained no new principle t In
1869 they multiplietl by nine the ares under compulsion. on all-
theee occasions the Lontlon n€wqpapers maintnined. profounil
eilence. To. blin<l us further they callecl throe d.ifrerent bille
by the s**e name, oiz. contagious Diseases Bill;-one sort
relating to such d,ieeages as scarlet Fever, &c., a second con-

1 1

finerl to cattle,-the thiral pertaining to 
'Women 

only ; for
against none bu,t Women wae it compulsory ! Profligate man
were not touched by it. A token of fraucl very notable appears
further in the fact that thc Bill had no preomble. EBil they
opened by saying; "'Wherqas it is expedient to provitle at
public expense safe harlots for the use of solaliers aud eailors
in her Majesty's service, &o.," ihe portentous $nnouncement
woulcl hove drawn attention to the tlark intrigue. too hte it
broke on the public what gross and foul outrage the new Aot
perpetrated on women, whom it rleprived of the tlefence of
English lew, jury rind judge, and, subjectecl them to perseoution
ancl infamy at the srespicion of e peliceman. More neetl not
be said here, than that viler ancl more i.iquitous clespotism is
inflidtecl .on English women in snd. rounil these " garrison
towns," than the most bitter clespiser of our institutions
coulcl have anticipatecl. On the Continent, military rule glve
despotic I)ower to the police, which no civ! legislature
sanctioneal. This clisgrace wes perpetratecl by our Parlisment
for the firgt time, but it was through miclnight legislation,
secret ancl frauclulent. Si,ern account msy one day be ile-
mandeal for these cloi-nge.
' But how can we stay the plague of mitlnight legislation, of
base intrigue, of sucld.en surprizes and of the block in Parlia-
ment which hinclers the repeal of bad laws ? No way is
polsible, except by lessening the busines of Parliament, short-
eniqg the speeohes, ancl forbiclcling eny one man to oooupy
rnore than his own proportionate shsre of time. All other

reforms are emall, oomp&recl to this, ancl will be futile if thig
be negleoted. This will b€ a real, but peoceful Bevolution
It can easily be d.one, if the Nstion resolves upon it. The
United Kingclom must be iliviileil into Stetes, (as Germany

0
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into huesis, Btvaria, Eenover, BaroDY, &0.) eaoh vrth its
ovn lqislative ohambor, compcttnt for oll l,ocol interasts,' the

Central Parliement mu# be eleotd by the I.rooal Chambers,
bnd must striotly erolude the Queen's lfiinistorg from sny vote
or ssst. Nothitg shortofthis will adequetelylessen the business
of Parliament and restore to Privst€ Members the legislative
power of whioh the elEcisle now oheat them. To unite
Ir€gislstiw antl Ereoutive povere in a Perty imparts tem-
pomry clespotisrD, €ver struggling against rivalg for its own
eristonoe ; spoculeting on yotet, ingtead of stuilying the just

and aoting for it bravely;' in short, powerful for mischief, but
cowardly snd feeble I'gsingt gtgantic wrong.
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