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THE AMERICAN QUARREL

N the speculations of current
political literature no more pre-
valent error among the ~well-in-
formed strikes us, than the invo-
luntary assumption that interest
will prevail over passion in the
actions of great States, This may
be true where there is no one per-
vading on ; where impulse is
set against impulse, and common
interest is, though a weaker, yet an
ever-acting power: but otherwise
:lt is no more Rtme wii:l‘xi IAnperiai
ynasties, as Russia and Austria,
than with the Ametican democracy.
In America itself the press of New
York has for years back consoled
itself with the erroneous belief that
however the Slave-states might
bluster, and however the QGarri-
sonian abolitionists might rav
common interest in the mighty an
glorious UNioN would make cﬁﬂ
war or separation impossible,
Local conflict, as at Knnm? soon
to be ﬁa.ciﬁed By the Federal forces,
was the utmost of disorder which
their fond speculations admitted to
blot the peaceful and agreeable
prospect. In fact, every American
of the States whom we have met
treated it asha m%:l:g mulhshn: of local
ignorance when en prog-
nosticated that the quarrel ofp free
and slave labour would never be
settled without civil war. Strange
as the assertion may at first seem,
we are disposed to think it true,
that in many (freat political ques-
tions close and minute knowledge
is unfavourable to sound judgment.
The fresh eye of a spectator from
without catches broad facts and
discerns great silent currents, which
by their steady continuous action
escape those who are borne on in
the midst of them, The )
of events, a8 of mountains, are
better discerned by those who do
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not live in the midst of them. A
gll;ysician who has too long seen
is patient from day to day—and
we will add, has seen no other
patients—less keenly discerns his
true state than does the equally in-
telligent eye of a s T.
To the English tor on the
United States, we believe no pheno-
menon has been more prominent,
than that which their own Emerson
publicly groclaimed, immediately
after the brutal attack on Charles
Sumner had called forth echoes of
apg)lause from the South. By that
whole affair the fact was brought
out into terrible prominence, that
the temper of the South is essen-
tially barbarous. ¢ Barbarism and
civilization,” said Emerson (we
quote the substance of his words
by memory only), ¢ cannot coalesce
to work a free constitution.’ The
recent conduct of the South is in
go striking analogy to the dynastic
tions of Europe in its pre-
tensions and justification, as in-
structively to show de?otmm as
the spiritual essence of the pre-
tended democracy. A king who
has received a legitimate ne
that he may be the honoured guar-
dian and enforcer of the laws, finds
that his Parliament, in the exercise
of its legitimate functions, is some-
thing than his tool or play-
thing. It will not vote money for
something which he desires ; or it
will censure a corrupt or lawless
minister, Hereupon the king over-
throws the constitution by violence,
and justifies himself by saying that
he found the Parliament unmanage-

able. Such has been the uniform
course of European tions :
and what of American The

Southern States, for a series of

years, had been accustomed to find

their own favourite candidate win
EE
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in the Presidential elections: at
lel:fth their candidate is defeated,
and forthwith they break up the
very foundation of the State, scorn-
ing to remain in it at all if tﬁey are
ever to be outvoted. Clearer de-
monstration could not be offered of
the ahsolute impossibility of North
and South (even if the &rgsent
quarrel be tempararily patched up)
working a free constitution peace-
ably in common., The has
evidently not one spark of that
vital principle of free communities
which Mr. Grote has named Con-
stitutional Morality. The moment
the slave- is beaten by voting,
it betakes to violence, treason,
and revolt. Mr. St‘o';ud, in his
great speech on 8secession,
avowed that he did not know what
would be the value to the Union of
States forced by civil war to return
to it. With equal
may ask, what will their value
to the Union if they are won back
by such concessions to their petun-
lance and lawlessness as Mr. Seward
declared himself willing to give?
In the history of republies it is
easy to see to what crisis these
events are analogous. They are to
foad of arimtocracy and domamay
eud of anstocracy G
was to the small republics of Greece
and of middle age Italy ; and agai
what the quarrel of Marius
was to Rome. Of course in
the modern controversy there is
the marked distinction, and the
auspicious advantage, that the op-
ponents are not locnl.l’y mingled on
the very same area, 80 as to entail
the worst dangers of civil war.
Nevertheless, the possession of ma-
mcy and its results, power and
ily wealth, are the prise of con-
test with the Southerners, as with
the Greek or Italian nobles. H
as there, an aristocracy accustom
to 1‘egm~d1 office as its lll)atun.l right,
struggles to retain it by unscrupu-
lous violence, if legally outvoted.
Bxﬁc;olc}lgnotdmwthewomen
which the comparison might sug-
gest ; for in the modern struggle a
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higher spiritual principle is in-
volved. 8}i‘lus is Do mere scramble
of reciprocal and equal selfishness ;
but it is a combat in which the
violators of the Union, who are also
actual and treacherous aggressors,
are avowed patrons and glorifiers
of an accursed form of slavery;
while their opponents, whatever
mixture of party spirit or other
human weakness may be ascribed
to them, are nndou&edly cham-
jons of human some
ﬁmadly and consciously, the rest
by deairing to put some limit to
tﬁ'e extending pestilence. That be-
tween elements so in op-
posed hostile conflict should arise,
we can scarcely regret. The only
thing to be demired is, that the con-
flict shall take as little desolating a
character as circumstances admit.
It is a well-known remark of
Thucydides, that in the civil con-
tests familiar to him, the more

erate,
webe Geliberating s perhepe. whil
were deh ting ; ps Wi
they were stud ing schemee of
cation comprehension.
these were little city-states,
with none of the happy stability

by our comrmunities,
:;\1: i {osmf:;tmkmbe

- fatal except from the executive

mnt, which has in its owa

e entire mili organizs-

tion. The Amenunm‘lhr{lnm
nevertheless to have

* Binde this was written we see it stated that Mr. Floyd ¢indj

denies® these

charges. If he can show that the arms have not vanished, it will, no doubt, briag

much satisfaction,
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cretly stripged the strong Southern  into a systematic war, to which the
fortresses of their garrisons, sothat South is absolutely unequal; and

the insurgents might be able to
seize them, as they have done.
He moreover secretly transferred
southward from the northern ar-
senals more thantwo hundred thou-
sand stand of arms, and sold to
those who were planning secession
twenty-five thousand excellent
muskets for two dollars and a half
iece, which had cost the treas
about fourteen dollars each.
nephew of this man, a clerk in the
d_eiartment of the Interior, stole
eight hundred thousand dollars
from the fund appropriated to
defence against the wild tribes
called Indians. Another minister
—Thompson, of the Interior—has
80 ostentatiously taken part with
the insurgents, that he resigned
when the President refused to
order Major Anderson to back
to Fort Moultrie, which %}e had
quitted because he could not defend
himself in it. Nothing short of
the conviction that they had the
President and the Cabinet as their
tools could have encouraged the
Secessionists to the audacious
scme ;lvhicl}‘x;dit is confidently as-
8€! , the; fully agreed upon.
‘While t‘hei‘ederal troops were kept
aloof by the treason of the Minis-
terg, the State troops were to march
suddenly on Washington, and pos-
sess themselves of all the Govern-
ment houses and the machinery of
central rule, a little before the 4th
of March, and were then and there
to proclaim Breckenridge President
in place of Lincoln, and were to
declare the Noithern States rebels,
if they did not submit to the Union
on such terms as the South should
dictate. Herein it was taken for
ted that all the fifteen Slave
tes would act together. Wild
as this plan now see: a.nde:ixl;[vl
as it has been frustrated, who
say that if Buchanan had had as
much nerve as he has good-will
towards slavery, the conspiracy
might not bave succeeded up to
the point of seizing the centre of
the administration! Farther suc-
cess than this seems to us indeed
quite impossible. Such an outrage
must have forced the whole North

when all the Slave States were on
one side, defeat must have defini-
tively terminated the slave system.
There seems to be no doubt what-
ever that the seizure of Washington
was intended. Yet this audacions
plot was forced to explode prema~
turely by the decision of one man.
Major Anderson, discerning the
intention of the Charleston mob to
storm his fortress, suddenly with-
drew for safety to the insular Fort
Sumter,fwher.e. thm:nd Hll;ot tlie
means o u.ssul.ug single
lxﬁove foroeél Buc Mt& declare

mselﬁan precipl e action
of South Carolina.

To predict in detail the course
which events are to take is beyond
human power, and the interval
which must pass before what we
write can reach the eye of the
reader might deter the most pre-
sumptuous from the attempt. It
is not the suitable to point out
the general conditions of the pro-
allem which is underf solution, and

e new aspect of parties, as
affected by these recent and eritical
evgnts.h last half during

n the century,
which the cotton trade and slavery
have so rapidly advanced, and the
Slave States have learned insolence
80 unbearable, they have unifo
&dt‘}&?ﬂ o:n thc:h shoulders of their

i y, the democratic party
of the N ort.i:, without which they
would have been helpless, This
party has had two favourite ideas
—first, to raise to its maximum
local liberty, and therefore depress
toits minimum the domestic power
of the Federal or central Govern-
ment, the power of Congress as
well as di(;t; 1'.11edElxlec;l}}n."ivc“;};1 n%u,' to
aggran and glo e Union
as against all foreign States. Both
of these aims were pursued for
half a century in general ment
with the slave policy. the
South should be allowed to ‘¢ whip
its own niggers' agreed with the
extreme principle of local sove-
reignty. So too did the doctrine
that each ‘territory,” on being ac-
cepted into the Union as a new
State, should choose for itself whe-
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ther to admit or to exclude slavery
instead of looking to Congress for
the decision. But while the Cen-
tral Government was to be almost
nothing within the States, it was
to be of imposing and majestic
strength towards the foreigner.
The more continental territory it
could seize from Mexico the better,
even though it involved a sprea«i
of slavery. If Cuba could be vb-
tained from Spain by conquest or
gurchase, this also would please the

emocratic party equally with the
slaveholders, goth were proud
that the President should display
a powerful naval force, and main-
tain a spirited tone in Europe or
Japan, as befits one who bas a
nation of thirty millions to back
him, In the patriotic vision of the
democrats, the great Republic was
to be seventy or eighttf millions
before the century is ended, was to
overspread the continent, dominate
over Mexico, set Great Britain at

efiance, and finally absorb Canada
and the other British possessions.
For the glory of the great Union,
the party were willing to ignore so
trifing a consideration as African
slavery, and choose for Presidents
only such men as had the con-
fidence of the South. But now
how is this all changed! Their
vision seems to have vanished into
thin air. The slave-owners, and
not the abolitionists, have proved
themselves the wanton destroyers
of the Union. The sacrifices made
for them have all been in vain.
Not only is a critical part of the
Union being rent away, but the
whole is endangered ; for even if
there be a compromise, the odious
and ruinous principle will have
been admitted, that any one State
may, for anJ' reasons of its own
1 y secede, The first idea of
the party—local sovereignty—has
been carried out to such an ex-
treme as to swallow up the second
—the d Union. TheirSouthern
allies have not even civilly asked
leave to dissolve the confederation,
but when defeated in a single vote,
have abruptly broken away from
their coadjutors as well as from
their opponents. In such a state
of things it seems to us inevitable
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that the democratic party of the
N t:irth must feel much reset:ilunem
and indignation against the se-
ceders, and that even if an external
temporaryreconciliation took place,
the slave party could never in the
future command the votes of the
democrats to the extent which they
have done hitherto. To this agrees
the fact that New York, in which
the democratic party was peculiarly
powerful,ipromptlyoﬂ' its whole
a0 grinst the seseding Staten,
ai inst the i tes.
This is the decisive rupture ; but
the Fugitive Slave Law, which
seemed to be the triumph of
slavery, had already to un-
dermine the strength of the coali-
tion. Many a zealous Democrat,
who went all lengths with the prin-
ciple of slavery on the slave-area,
found it was going too far to claim
that free men in the free States
should be compelled by the ¥ederal
Government to become slave-hunt-
ers for the convenience of the
South. This was to interfere very
di ably with his doctrine of
! sovereignty ; and before long
led to a split tl;i iheBrIze(;ll:noazg:
party, represen y enri
and Douglas : Douglas leading
those who thought there was dan-
ger of driving too hard, and over-
throwing the chariot of l.’)emocmcy.
In the midst of this rose the new
party calling itself the Republican ;
& name tyrvhich itlsLelf rll}ﬁ.s roved s
tower of strengt e Germans,
who, fleeing from Royal misrule,
had always been carried captive by
the word Democratic, soon rallied to
the Republican standard. The old
i already been broken up,
and their ground was fundamen-
tally abandoned. The new party
assumed, as its limited but positive
aim, to set bounds to the area of
slavery, and defensively maintain
whatever of freedom was in the
Constitution. To so modest an
effort no virtuous man could object
as extreme. Intelligent men must
already have perceived the inci-
pient dissolution of the Democratic
parti ; and we know Seward and
all his friends, underrating the
violent recklessness of the South,

calculated on gradual amelioration
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by Constitutional and legal batile,
where the other side had no future
to propose but terrorism, decay, and
Tuin,

The Democratic y, by its
Southern alliance and its successes,
has attracted all the most ambi-
tious politicians to it: we should
be sorry to say or think that it has
not many sincere and good men.
But on the whole it has contained
the coarsest and worst elements :
those with whom material interests
are everything ; who desire wealth
and power, by means however un-
scrupulous ; those who love tumult
and mob-government; those who
make a trade of politics. Since the
break up of the old igs, the
least cta.l;ﬁimembelf's of their

y—the wo pers of money—
ﬁ::te, we believe, ]grgelmined the
these

Democrats, To belon
a large mass of ns who holg
mortgages on slaves, and hereby

have a direct and urgent interest
in maintaining slave property. It
is a terrible fact alleged, that the
income of even religious ministers
very often depends on an invest-
ment in slaves. But the Democratic
party collectively has never affected
any disapproval of the peculiar
domestic institution of the South.
The Republican party has for its
nucleus those who used to be called
the F'ree Soilers,whose policy also it
inherits. They arestrictly a political
body, and must not be confounded
with the Abolitionists. They seek
ameliorations by constitutional
means,and they know that the Con-
stitution itself (whatever may be al-
lowed inst those who have re-
pudia the Union) does not
authorize them to interfere in the
internal concerns of the Slave
States. But they look on slavery
as a great political evil, first to the
States in which it exists, and next
to the whole Union; and they
maintain it to be the duty of Federal
statesmen to forbid this evil to
spread and contaminate the ¢ terri-
tories’ (or unsettled districts) in
which it does not yet exist. n-
has a right to refuse admis-
sion into the Union to pernicious
new members. It will not admit a
Royalist State, nor a polygamic
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State. They find practically that
the outrageous temperament which
slavery engenders, especially in the
new ‘districts, con political
affairs in Washington. Hence the
essential article of their creed is,
that Congressshall not admit slavery
into any of the  territories.” They
are now quite free to maintain this:
for the slave party, by overthrowi

the Missourt Compromise (whl;(l:ﬁ
had been a great victory to them),
has ov ed itself. s;a had won
& vast area to propagate slavery in:
it has repudiated that bargain, in
hope of clutching still more. This
was the point of controversy, on
which it was im;ﬁ)ssible to agree,
unless the Republican party “had
yielded up that which was the core
of their hfe and coherence.

It is clear that they have been
frightened by the enormous results
of their own success, If they
could have foreseen that by electing
Mr. Lincoln they would lose seven
States from the Union, and the
whole of the Southern coast, they
would probably have shrunk from
it: hence upon the secession they
were far more grieved than indig-
nant, and would have retraced their
steps if they could. By the haughti-
ness and overweening pretensions
of the seceders, the Republicans
have, it seems, im.gf y been saved
from a disgraceful compromise,
They have no high-strung attach-
ment to right as right. Like the
political parties on this side the
Atlantic, they seek for near advan-*
tages at moderate sacrifice, and
have no idea of martyrdom for
great future objects, It is but the
weakness incident to masses of men,
except when elastic spiritaal forces

-have accumulated under heavy op-

pression : hence we cannot afford
to despise the Republican party for
their recent pusillanimity. Nor
indeed can we blame them for not
displaying a sympathy with the
negroes, which, as a party, they do
not feel. Their opposition to
slavery is not from a philanthro‘}))ic
sentiment towards the blacks, but
from a practical sense of its mis-
chief to the Free States. Very
many of them, like the Democra!

foster even a physical disgust of
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who are tinged with negro blood ;
and though they will not inflict

litical exclusions on these, yould
gggladtoshi them all Off to
Africa, and wxl] not endure them
on equal terms in society, even
when they are well behaved and
inoffensive, Such overbearing con-
duct must be sturdily resisted;
but it does not at all stamp their
public policy as insincere or ab-

A third party, very small in
numbers, but energetic and spiri-
tual, often up to the point of fana-
ticism, is that of the Abolitionists
who are not and cannot yet be
politicians, nevertheless have com-
municated the living impulse to
the Republicans. ey will not
take the oath to the Constitutio
because it allows slavery, an
would disable them from protesting
against it : hence they will neither
hold office nor vote, They are
philanthropists, moralists, religious
in their earnestness, They profess
sympathy with the negro as a man,
as well as offence at the mischiefs
inflicted by slavery on the whole
Union. ey have always avowed
that the Union did not deserve to
be maintai:l:d at the ri(f:e of hnla-
cognising slavery; and for this
chiefly they have encountered
odium as intemperate fanatics, who
would not use legal means to lessen
an inevitable evil, but aimed to
drive things into a course which

. Wwould precipitate civil war, It is
striking to observe how in this
oontrovers%vas in that of England
with the West Indies, the view
which seemed to be fanatical is
relieved of the charge by the wild
violence of the opposite party.
The breach of the Union, and the

robability of civil war, has not
geen induced by the preaching of
the Abolitionists, but by the Con-
stitutional and moderate political
acts of the Republicans, The
event has shown that success by
moderation was impossible. In
this matter again has been strik-
ingly displayed the analogy of
the slaveholding policy to that of
the Austrian_despotic faction, in
their mximosﬂgix;a inst moderate
men, We probably all remember
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the vivid eolours in which Lord
Palmerston depicted Austrian
policy in his celebrated speech of
18?9. ‘Whel:i wi:’dvmed;h m:(;iphed,m
reforms,’ sai ‘they i

“No; we do not mean to allow
ourselves to be sapped in that way.
It is only your moderate reformer
that we fear; for as to the more
extreme party, we know their views
are impracticable,and have nothing
in them to alarm us.”’ Hence they
dealt blows of ferocious violence
against modération, nearly as theo-
logical disputants are said’ to do
with thase who come nearest to

them. Just so the South Care

linians, and those who are less ex-
treme, a8 the planters of Louisiana,
have foreseen the certainty that
their beloved slavery must be un-
dermined, and must be graduall
destroyed, if the enemy is all
to mount (even on his own lawfal
soil) a single battery against it;
on merely losing an election
th};eyl take ahstep whifch, in the
whole past history o oﬁammd'
nations, has never been en ex-
cept as a result of long injustice
and unredressed claims; and that
too while the pecuniary interests
of the States are so implicated, and
the common ri%l‘lt to their
river 80 unites them, that nothi
but old precedents and fixed habits
could secure them as independent
ogﬁs from constant quarrel and

ty.

Such are the men with whom a
reconciliation is to be sought, arnd
such the elements of the Free States
themselves, which have to form a
new policy for the North. Bat
this is not the whole entanglement:
the still adherini Slave States em-
barrass the Northern Union by the
total opposition of their prejudices
and immediate interests. If the
whole body of the Slave States had

ed in mass, the policy of the

North would have been compars-

tively easy from within, though
the pms‘gzct might have been
rougher from without. War be-
tween two such communities, for
many reasons which it 1is now
superfluous to develop, would seem
to be in a short time inevitable;
and it could not have been an in-
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active or une struggle.
The adherence of all the interior
Slave States to the Union, although
with grave embarrassment to legis-
lative policy, is of great value in
limiting and localizing hostilities.
As all the Secessionists are on the
sea coast, all are accessible by naval
attack,—~a form of war which in-
volves the least bloodshed, espe-
cially when one side has no navy.
~ At the ports, and on the Missis-
#ippi, it is to be hoped, whatever
there shall be of war may stop short.
The policy of the North can onl
be shaped by the events, with whic!
the public opinion will move on
and will gradually be developed.
The more stubborn and tedious
the dispute, the more will the inte-
rests which bind the North to the
South be severed. No new mort-
on slaves will be taken for a
ong while. ‘Slave ilaper’ hassunk
already to something ruinous,
How far, in ocase of bankruptcies
in the South, such as the taxes and
the foreign market are likely to
cause, the rights of Northern mort-
ees will be cared for, remains to
seen: yet it seems most pro-
bable that a year or two will pour
much bitterness into the love with
which the little capitalists of the
free States have cherished the slave
system, and a stronger determi-
nation will arise to take prospective
measures for extinguishing it.

At present, the Northern Union,
being still infected by slavery, has
fost much, and gained nothing, and
has very little cause for satisfac-
tion or self-respect. It cannot for-

t that Louisiana was bought of

‘rance by the money of the whole
ll';reiiembtgon l’\ thz;‘t Florida wag simi-
y bought o _Sﬁam and then
conquered from the indlansm?{
much bloodshed and by many mil-
Yions of dollars. The conquest of
Texas, as of Florida, by the arms
and money of the Union, is in very
,recent memory; and Texas has
now plundered the Federal for-
tresses. In the face of such facts,
the North can neither admit the
right claimed by the seceders, nor
help feeling much indignation. Yet
the loss of a definite amount of
territory or even of honour, is by
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8o means the worst calamity which
has occurred. The principle has
beeri set up, tha.;;l a State may secede
atp without just offence to
the rest. Hence every State still
adhering t<l) the Unliém will be a:)ﬁe
permanently to wield against it the
threat of secession, if thwarted and
outvoted in any of its favourite
wishes, Moreover, the position it-
self affords a policy to the Southern
confederation of enticing one and
another of the Slave States to se-
cede, and kindling in them arti-
ficial discontent. By the threat of
secession the effort will be made to
win new ‘territories’ for slavery;
nor is it easy to see how this can
be su y fought inst, un-
less events so grave infuse a new
spirit into the North. And of this
we see much hope. Evidently the
Union has been c(‘)‘rru by pros-
perity too great for its virtue; a
measure of adversity will brace it
to the exercise of higher qualities,
especially as it becomes clear, that
to give a swing to the u;f)permost
impulse under the plea of *mani-
fest destiny ’ can lead to no gratify-
ing results, We expect that the
Union will be absolutely forced in
self-defence to refuse to recognise
the legitimacy of the secession ;
else, not only will it put excessive
wer into the still adhering Slave-
ggates (as we have said), but it will
irritate Maine and other Northermn
States to use the new liberty in
another way. The report has
announced as positive, that a sec-
tion of citizens in Maine has peti-
tioned its legislature to move for
secession and union with Canada.
This may have been a mere threat;
but it is likely to become some-
thing much moreserious, if secession
is once made lsfitimate. England
and Canada will then no longer be
under any bond of honour not to
receive Maine—a district which for
geographical reasons would be ex-
ingly valuable to Canada. This
Btate (whence began the celebrated
liquor law, which was opposed
chiefly by the Pro-Slavery party)

‘abounds with ardent abolitionists,

and is not_likely tamely to endure
insolence from Missour1 or Arkan-
sas. Thus the Central States.will



410

be open to the danger of the Union
melting away at the North, if the
once legitimate the process whic
has been so insolently initiated in
the South.

Perhaps this is the consideration
which has decided Mr. Lincoln’s
polig. It is the great argument
which will impose upon the Free
States the necessity of backing
him up, whether Virginia and her
satellite States like it or not. Of
course the Slave States are ex-
tremely weakened in Congress by
the secessions, which take off half
their numbers in the Senate (where
lay their great strength) and make
them quite helpless in the Lower
House. But in fact, they have
always been in essential minority,
whenever the free States have had
acommon sentiment ; of which the
foreign tariff is a remarkable test,
The South has always felt itself
wronged by the ‘protection’ of
Northern manufactures ; yet it has
uniformly been outvoted on this

uestion. Much more will the re-
sidual Slave States be now out-
voted whenever the Free States
have consciously a common inte-
rest and common right. At pre-
sent the Democrats must most
sorely feel the lessened importance
of the Union in the eyes of Europe,
and the uncertainty whether it is
to have any future at all, should
thie crisis be mismanaged. The
Republicans feel this, and besides,
are un}villinig to cede t.h;af t:hrri-
tories for nothing, even i ey
would have ceded half of them to
hinder the secession. That por-
tion of the Free States which, from
immersion in private industry, has
hitherto allowed the noisy poli-
ticians to manage its votes, will be
forcibly shaken out of its apathy.
They are already rudely ened
by the news of trea.son,d secessii))xll,
an empty treasury, and possible
hostiliéi)es. On the 18t of July
next, a deficit of twenty million
dollars has been announced as cer-
tain. To collect the customs at the
Southern ports will cost more than
it will bring in. To raise money

by loan is simply impossible, if the’

lender does not know how long his
creditor will have form and sub-
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stance ; hence to declare the Unioa
indissoluble is essential to restore
credit to the Federal treasury ; nor
will mere words restore it while
secession is a fact. Meanwhile,
money must be got by direct taxa-
tion in the States. It so ba.gyens.
that the last harvest of the North
was the most splendid in memory;
and the newspapers abounded in
pleasing suggestions how to utilize
this great prosperity. The industri-
ous and unpolitical Xart of the Free
States may now find that all their
hard earnings are sacrificed by the
misconduct of the South. At the
same time, the great Central States,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York,
will look with alarm and disgust
at the mere possibility of British
power annexing to itself every%
to the north of New York;
thus we infer all must resolve to
support Mr. Lincoln’s policy of re-
sistance.

Beyond this, we cannot but ex-

t a great and general reaction of

?ee:lingmtheNorthbowards liberty.
The Democrats have found that
their sacrifices for the South have
been in vain. They consented to
the Missouri Compromise ; it was
extorted by the South, and it was
af.in overthrown by the South
The South has stormed against
Abolitionists and Republicans, as
planning to destroy the Union;
and by this parrot-cry and the aid
of Webster, carried the Fugitive
Slave Law; yet now they have
themselves = gratuitously rent it
asunder, and their nominees have
plundered the Federal treasury.
After these events, it does not
seem an over-bold prophecy, that
it will be a long while before the
arsenals, and treasury, and forts
of the Union will again be put
under the custody of a President
who is elected in the interest of the
slave-owners. Moreover, the very

rospect takes away from the am-
gitious statesmen of the North all
themotive to prostitute their talents
for the votes of the South. No
new . Webster will contend for
Fugitive Slave Laws, merely in
hope to be elected President. The
Supreme Court itself, we presume,
must need to be reconstituted by



1861.]

Mr. Lincoln, and we shall hear of no
more Dred Scott decisions. In
short, the total derangement of
balance produced by the secession
of seven States, must soon produce
results too great to be yet disen-
led and predicted.
ehad wntten somespeculations
as to the effect which thisinevitable
change of current will produce on
Virginia, Kentuckg, and the rest of
the adhering SlaveStates ; butinthe
midst came in the surprising news,
that Co was rapidly passing
a new tariff of most stringent pro-
tectionism to Northern manufae-
turers! Sucha phenomenon makes
it less and less possible to conjec-
ture how the tangle of affairs will
be unravelled, e untimeliness
of the measure has filled all England
with astonishment.
affront and wronﬁto the adherin
Slave States, and raises a wa.ﬁ
against the return of the seceders,
Such a move made in the face of
accumulated European experience,
is a_grave warning to us, what
pernicious blunders in political
economy may yet be perpetrated
among ourselves if new democratic
influences be allowed too much
play. At this moment the Federal
treasury is in a crisis of extreme
difficulty ; but it is a mere begin-
ning of unmanageable disaster, if
forelgn commerce is to be crippfed.
The trinmph to the seceders will
be immense. It gives them an ex
Jacto justification ; and may go
ar to reduce the Northern Union

to the same tgenniless plight in-

which the Southern Confederacy is
involved. If such a law could be
permanent, its mischief would be
enormous. But when we reflect
how small a part of the North is
to profit by it—chiefly Massachu-
setts and Connecticut, some towns
in New York and Pennsylvania—
while its mischiefs must be imme-
diately felt in all the great agricul-
tural countries, free as well as
slave; that it is probably sub-
mitted to now in the patriotic hope
of filling the Federal Treasury,
which lS{f not much misrepresenteds
it is likely to empty—we cannot
but expect that it will soon be re-

ed again. America is a land of

The Northern Tarif.

It is a new’
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rapid decision, and is very capable
of reversing feﬁslative measures ;
but at anyrate, the immediate effect
of this new tariff can only be felt
in division and weakness to the
residual Union.

It is wonderful that in the
midst of movements so violent,
interests so deep, and passions so
strong, the personality of Mr. Lin-
coln can be of great importance ;
yet it surely is. With the excep
tion of a curious theory in poli-
tical economy, all of his sseeches
which have been reported seem

, to be marked by good sense and

moderation. The religious tone
of his farewell to his own neigh-
bourhood (Springfield, Illinois), is
a new feature in a President;
and there is in it a depth and sin-
cerity quite sterling. His problem
is to car? with him the whole
North, and not to allow the enemy
(if there must be some war), to have
a powerful faction in the Free
States. He probably is not sorry
that Mr. Seward and the Republicans
were willing to go unreasonable
lengths in concession; inasmuch
as this has satisfied the Democrats,
and more and more puts the
seceders in the wrong. But he has
(in the midst of soft words to con-
ciliate Kentucky) most pointedly
declared, that he adheres to every
principle which he avowed during
the Presidential canvass ; and it is
notorious, that a main point on
which he then declared himself in
answer to a challenge, was, the
retaining of all the territories for
{lrleedom. Hefha.;sl alsohindicﬁted
is opinion of the right policy,
which had already been ested
and canvassed—viz., to insist on
collecting the customs at the
Southern ports, to retain all the
fortresses, and to retake those
which have been captured; but
not to invade the’ States further
than this measure may make neces-
. He positively denies the
:ﬂt of secession, ¢ otherwise,’ says
he, ‘our Union would not be a
legitimate marriage, but a tempo-
rary passional connexion,’ While
professing his horror of war, he
saﬂs the guilt will lie with the
other side, if they make it neces-
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sary: and he added (with the great
applause of his hearers) that ‘there
are times when it is necessary
to put one's foot down firmly” He
declares that a ing State must
forfeit all benefits of the Union
until it comes back, and therefore
will receive no Federal clearances
for their cargoes. Inthese moderate
and siiple executive f[;n-oceedmgs it
is all but impossible for Congress to
thwart the President, unless it will
solemnly establish the right of
secession, and hereby commit deli-
berate suicide. It is then to be ex-
pected that Mr. Lincoln will be able, |
either with much or with little
energy, to adhere to the theory of
the course thusindicated, the main
principle of which is, a pertinacious
resolve not to recognise secession,
and not to yield u;
the territories, or the customs.

The contrast of Mr. Jefferson
Davis, President of the Southern
Confederacy, is striking. He speaks
with the fluent decision of a man
who knows that every word is
backed up by unanimous zeal ; and
withal, as though that zeal were
armed with inexhaustible resources,
Heap, to think that bold words
will blind Mr. Lincoln and the North
to the utter weakness of the New
Confederacy. The Southern whites,
brave, poor, desperate, and accus-
tomed to w ons, could fight a
stubborn and bloody battle; but
t.h?jy are unequal to a campaign,
and would be utterly prostrated by
the expenses of a war. Mr. Davis
talks grandly of the necessity of
raising a standing army, besides
the militia; adding, that if the
North refuse to recognise their
just claims, then he must raise an
armed navy for the protection of
the toasts and commerce. But
before he builds ships, he must
have more shipyards and
and ironworks, and mines, an
steam-engines, and cannon-foun-
dries, and numerousestablishments,
far beyond all that New Orleans
can give; and if New Orleans
become a warlike arsenal, this

MAMQM

the fortresses, °

(Apsl,

1§usthitself bt:lfortiﬁai from attack,
either capital, norskill ,norwﬂl::ﬁ‘ 1
labourers Pbound. The rivers wi

be roads to the powerful steamers
of the North, but are not trustwos-
thy to Mr. Davis's material of war.
As to roads on land, even those of
Virginia* are unsuited to artillery;
Mr. Olmsted’s description of every-
thing beyond Virginia is still more

deplorable. Bridges have to be

as well as roads. Then,
before any of these thi can be
done, many millions dollars

must pass through Mr. Davis's
treasury, and the proud white
ufers must learn to work wil-
i)i:g y. But there is no one to
taxes but the slave-owners.
Southern Confederation has no such
resourcesnas the old Untion. It
cannot collect customs at the
for it has no ships of war, mm
soon be itaelf blockaded. It cannot
sell lands in the territories, because
it can give no valid security of
tenure. The whole of the new
taxation must fall direct on the
land. The taxes which South
Carolina had to impose on itself
within two months of its secession,
mxceddtllfle value 23’ %vm by one
,and if continu ill p
ruin the owners. Of tm
number of slaveholders in the entire
Union, one half had fewer tham
five slaves. Then to watch the
sI}Iaves themselves is a new effort
ere it is a fallacy to argue, that
because the entire number of slaves
in the fifteen States is only ome
?mr of the free men, therefore
the slaves are no source of anxiety
and of wel::kness; for they are
not everywhere in this proportion.
On the plantations the black race
are always in great superiority of
numbers; one overseer to fifty
slaves (Mr. Olmsted states) is the
economical sufficit. It is true, the
slaves are not armed, but
cannot be deprived of fire,
therefore must cause constant
alarm. The very precautions takem
inst them—locking them up by
night, and doubling number of

* A friend informs us that to travel forty miles in Virginia in & four-wheeled
carriage occupied him from five in the morning to nine at night. He was re
arrested by swamps scarcely passable, This was some years back ; but things cannot

be better in the seceding States even now.
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overseers—suggest to them that
Mr. Lincoln was to have done some
great thing for them, of which their
masters deprive them by seceding.
However the masters may pretend
that the slaves are faithful and
stanch, their own conduct proves
that they dare not trust them ; and
the danger, as well as the expense,
incident to this state of things falls
entirely on the planting interest,
who already have to bear the brunt
of taxation. Up to the time of our
writing, seven States are announced
to have seceded. It may be of in-
terest to consider how their popu-
lation is composed. For round
numbers, let us deal with them in
thousands only, and we shall get

the following result : —

‘Whites. Slaves.
South Carolina . . 275 . 385
Qeorgia . . . . 57I . 439
Florida .« . 60 . 50
Alabama . . . . 464 . 375
Missiseippi . . . 295 . 310
Louisiana . . . . 325 . 304
Texas . . . . . ¥54 . 58
The free coloured men are few in

comparison ; yet, by their superior
kmowledge as to roads and
information which is picked up b{
locomotion, they might farnis
leaders in case of a servile insurrec-
tion, and therefore sensibly increase
the danger of the planters. Their
test numbers are —gooo in
uth Carolina, 18,000 in Louisi-
ana. These fi will show that
it is impossible for the white se-
ceders to dispense with anxious
and harassing vigilance against the
possible movements of the slaves,
-if once they get into war with the
North, however languid. Even
before or without any active hoe-
tilities, they have to meet numerous
and severe financial demands,

Hitherto the service has
been borne 'ederal funds ; that
-will need to be organized and paid

the seceding State,* which bhas
simultaneously mt:)l assume fa sove-
Teign position prepare for war.
Blockzd?: of their ports is the most

neral -
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vigorous measure contemplated
from the North: on the land side
a mere show of war and preparation
to retake the fortresses will succeed
very soon in making it impossible
to raise taxes adequate to the exi-

gency.

It is highly characteristic of the
ruffian stupidity which domineers
in the champions of slavery, that
they bave seceded and taken on
themselves the risks of a war, just
after the financial weakness of the
Slave States had been shown by the
elaborate statistics of Mr. Helper's
widely circulated work, The Im-
pending Crisis. Their remedy was,
to attack and beat Mr. Helper ; an
a8 if this had given them strength
for war, then to plange into seces-
sion. How the planters in South
Carolina suffer from taxation and
from terror of the white mob, bas
been attested ; how this white mob
itself is to gain from the secession,
we have to eonjecture if we ean.
It agpenm that Governor Ham-
mond of that State, in 1858, avowed
that only one-sixth part of the
275,000 whites could earn by honest
industry such a livelihood as white
men there regard to be necessary
to their dignity as free men. Very
little taxes can be extracted out of
such a mass of proud paupers. As
their resources cannot be increased
and must be lessened during the
struggle, the prospect is sufficiently
hopeless for the ters, who seem
to be driven on by nothing but fear
and pride- combined. They are
said to hold fast to the belief that
England, through her desire to get
cotton, will not permit the blockade
of their ports ; the making much of
this hope shows how wretched js
their weakness. We cannot imagine
that any English Ministry would
enter into conflict with the Northern
States for such an obfect. For on
the one hand, if the cotton is shut
in at the secessionist ports, it will
still come thro some of the
Border States and be at last ob-
tained by us; and if it be a little
dearer that matters not, when we

* The loss entailed on the Federal treasury by the post office of the Southern

States is put down a8 839,755 dollars.

P.8.-—([President Lincoln now says he will not stop the mails, if they are allewed

to go safely.]
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shall in every case be iiorced (tio im-
port a part of our supply at a dearer
rate from India amg

countries. On the other hand, the
British Government cannot wish
these States to establish their in-
dependence, when it would involve
much danger of efet.i:ing into a war
with them ourselves on the ques-
tion of the slave-trade with Africa,
which, however prudent may be
‘their present e, the moving
spirits.amona' t! ﬁm igsre bent on
reopening. o therefore are very
unlﬁelyto quarrel with the North-
ern blockade,* but shall altogether
wish it to be successful.

‘What has been the effect of Mr.
Lincoln'’s address after he was in-
stalled as President, our readers
will know before the 1st of April.
Unless it induce a great change,
we may regard the secession of
seven only, or at most eight
with North Carolina, as the final
complement of the South. - For it
is clear that the immediate dis-
tresses to South Carolina have
frightened the States which had
time to learn them. In Arkansas
the Federal fortress was actually
stormed ; yet the deed has been
disowned by the State, which now
adheres to the Union. Justly may
these rude countries, some of them
totally without coined money,
shudder at the expenses of inde-
pendence and war. Mississippi
already complains that her taxes
are doubled, and that loans are
needed, but whence, is not said.
Already therefore the North has
gained some moral advantage in
the conflict. Before she ){:ts forth
her strength, the South begins to
flinch ; the front of the North be-
comes firmer and its claims more
precise, and in the same proportion
as unity of counsel is attained
there, divisfon arises in the rival
confederacy, where South Carolina
complains that her allies are half-
hearted and are scheming for re-
union,

Neither side desires a war;
neither has at this moment spare
funds or ability to borrow. Small
collisions may take place on the

The Amerioan Quarrel.

from other .

(April,

Mississippi ; but even with a leas
humane and cautious President
than Mr. Lincoln, there seems no
poseibility just now of a bloody
war. He.probably knows what se
cannot doubt, that if the North
does but sustain for another six
months a hostile attitude, the
monopoly of the cotton market
will be #rrecoveraBly lost to
the South; and this alone may
be a death-blow to slavery. In-
deed great numbers of planters are
said to have been convinced by
Mr. Helper's statistics, that no
rhetoric and no quoting of Serip-
ture can hinder their much lauded
domestic institution from being
financially ruinous. The present
crisis, in which Maryland, Virginia
and Kentucky are drawn into
closer union }vith the Free States,
is auspicious for spreading among
them this sound doctrine ; and the
l;ﬂflessness which the seceders

ill soon display, while the North
will be manifestly stronger every
half year, will teach a lesson of
fact to many who cannot learm
lessons from books. From a revo-
lution ofan mind in theaumon} intel-
igent ters, especially of these
lflngeqd]g States, and from the de-
preciation of slaves which must be
caused, first by this convulsion
itself, next by the ¢ inthecot-
ton market, a new era 1s likely now
to open. ‘How soon the slavery is
to be overthrown no one can as
¥et predict; but we think the
uture historian will date its de-
cline from December, 1860. Hither-
to, the chief value of the events
liesin the new sentiments which
they infuse into the public opi-.
nion of the North. e doctrine
of the abolitionists will now begin
to find entrance into the minds of
statesmen; and the ease with

which slavery was abolished in the
Spanish colonies proves, that
‘where there is a there is a

way.' Nor will the example of
Russia and the outery of Euro
be without its influence. On the
whole therefore, this domestic
quarrel of the States appears full
of promise to humanity.

* From the last advices, however, it appears that England will challenge the

blockade.



