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early an equal number of ancient authorities
might be cited as testimonies that the discovery of
kh:mamibedhtbl’hmici-umd_tptho
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mius ( Palaographse, l. c.), by which their rival alphabet to the Greeks (Herod. v. 88; Diod.
elaims might, to a certain extent, be — Bic. v. 74), may make the probabilities prepon-
that is, by the supposition that the hierogly- derate in their favour [Wrrriva; Warrina~
phical was, mdeedén the- earliest ki hond matzniaLs].—J. N.
writing ; buw” Emv: bom?w:i AvraaBETICAL SoUNDS. In connection with
hn-nﬁme germ of alpbabetical writing from the the subject of the Hebrew and Greek alphabets,
o hieroglyphe. Tt is at a re- e may beallowed to enter on some consider-
Tarkable concidacs between the Syro-Arsbian et e e igom Quly developed in (be
4 : mmars of e f which w;
(it e ooy o il (22D 4 S e, s
sign of that sound with which the name of the FSrew names .
object To follow this further would lead us first request the reader to bestow a little
i IT" ¢ of this article. But, if this tudy on the following table of consonants :—
Exrrosive. Conrmvvous.
Thin, | Pul Thia Yull. Liquid. Naal.
Labial . . 2 b S v © m )
Datalor | (D, | 4 0 3 W’ »
Palatal o) @
Guttaral > ' x 'r Softest
o k g . . Gaman ng
Palatal { P ¢ & chorg @
Aspirate . ] b A nY ¢ha y Frenchn | (4)
s D s
Sibilant
Vibratory | {.1. ¥ | Frenchj } r ®
b
The names annexed to the left-hand of the obscure vowel; as appé for ap: for if this final
rows are not perfectly satisfactory. To ¢ Labial’ sound be withheld, but half of the consonant i

0o objection can be made. Neither ¢ Dental ' nor
¢Palatal ' fitly describes the second row, in
which the sounds are produced.by contact (more
or less slight and momentary) of the tongue with
teeth, gums, or palate; while the third row,
contrary, does not need contact. The
is apt, improperly, to give the
a ess which does not exist in
9. The soft palatal sounds of x, 7, ch,

be named Solutdy ¢ Palatals,” without
confounding them with those of the row above.
The ward ¢ Aspirate’ (or breathing) has in English
been generally appropriated to a  rough’ breath-
ing; and it 1s against our to conceive of
the liquid y as a dreathing at all.

Those consonants are called explosive on which
the voice cannot dwell when they terminate a
woed ; as op, ak, ad. At their end a rehound of
e organs takes place, giving the sound of an
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enunciated. The Latins, following the Greeks,
called these ¢ Mutes." Or: the contrary, we name
those continuous the sound of which can be in- -
definitely prolonged, as affff. .., assss. ..

For the names thin and fuli, others say
and flat; or hard and eoft; or surd and somant;
or whispering and vocal. It would appear that
ispering the two are m in one; for
instance, p cannot be distingui from &, nor
z from 5. Yet the ¢ Aspirates’ (or fourth row) will
not strictly bear this test.

By the Greek letters 6, 3, x, 7, we understand
the sounds given to them by the modern Greeks;
in which ¢ = English ¢4 in thin; 3 = English
th in that ; x = German or Irish cA; y = Dutch g,
To conceive of the last sound, when we know that
;)f X it is only nquisi:le “I:o <;¢3nda El::dt)h fol .
owing proportion strictly —g tkie
y:x- At the same time, 7 and x have a double
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exaggerated, they give the Arabic sounds ¢ {kha)
and i(ghin), wltich last is the consonant gh

éh:.:'d in gargling.  As for the drc sounds, when
softness is exaggerated, the x passes through
the softest Genman ck into a mere y ; while the y
is gzadually merged in the soft impesfect ¢ of
lugen, and finally in w. .
ut the fourth row, or the ¢ Aspirates,” yet more
urgently need explanation to an Englishman,
The explosive aspirates come under the general
head of what is called the Soft Breathing in Greek
grammar (although } in the Arab mouth is far
enough from s9f), while the continuous aspirates
are Rough Breathings. Morcover, ) is a fuller
and stron N,‘]uat as N is a fuller and stronger
i1; and although the relation does not seem to be
precisely that of b : p,ord : ¢, it is close enough
to justify our tabular arrangement. As for 7, it
is rather softer than our English 4; and N, or AA,
is the Jrish A, a wheezing sound. The consonant
R is tle hiatus heard between the vowels in the
Greek word Ine, and }) is the same sound exsg-
ted by a compremion of the throat. The last
1, in short, a jerking hiatus, such ‘as a stuttering
man often prefixes to a vowel-sound, when with
effort he at length utters it. That ¥, }), are ex-
losive, and 1, 1, continuous, is evident on trial.
t is also clear the liatus X readily, softens
itself into the liquid y. Just so, for the name

RPN (Max'lal'él) the Sept. reads MaheAefiA,
where the ¢ before A is in fact meant for an
English y. On this ground we bave put y into
the fi ToW.

It is important to obeerve kow the consonants
of different nations differ. For instance, the Ger-
man p and b are infermediate to the English p
and b, 10 as to be difficult to our ears to distin-
gish, and the Armenians have two different p's.

the English A is intermediate in strictness to 11
and P, if at least we assume that these Hebrew

lmhdﬁemddthekabictmdt.

Now this is a general menon, in comparing
the Indo-European with the Syro-Arabian sounds.
Our & is between the two Hebrew or Arab &'s;
our ¢ is between their two ¢'s; gnd s on. To
expluin this, observe that we may execute a ¢ in
various ways; first, by slapping the tongue flat
against the teeth, as an Iri or man of Cum-
berland does when he says water ; secondly (what
is rather less broad), by slightly touching the root of
g\o teeth, as a Fll'encal:em or 1‘111': d.oell‘, tln'u}ly,
y touching only the gumy, which is the English
method ; fourthly, by touching the palate, or by
preming on the gums with & muscular jerk. Ome
or other of the last is the Hebrew B, the Arab 4, ;

hence some call it a palatal, others a strong ¢
ape 4 » gt sound s impari t.
0] a sound is im) to the
letter and to the olknm’:f vowel ; for which
:lal:nit hul’he?x called a guthu;lmfi ’I;:e
method, o ing the tongue y, but
Dot on the F:‘mAxmmiml,butpe;h&pl
not the true Syro-Arabian.
What we have here to insist on is, that differ-
ences which with us are provincialisms, with
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that Sary or Sour was in ancieut, as in

dnys, the right pronunciation of Tyre. Jn i
we have the double sound s aud s4, which is illus-
trative of 1N and ), D and P, &c., to which modifi-
oation it is closely For sA is ouly a
modifled ¢, being formed with the broad or central
part of the tongue, instead of the tip. In this action
the forepart of the tongue forius itself into a sort of
cup, the whole rim of which comes near to the
palate while the breath rushes between. On the
contrary, in sounding ¥, only a single transverse
section of the tongue approaches the palate; but
this section i far back, and the lips are protraded
and smacked, so as to conwitute a g 8.
Farther, the alliance of r to s, so strongly ed
in the Greek and Latin languages, justifies our
amanging them in one row. The 7 is formed by
a vibration along the tongue, which bears some
analogy to the rush of the breath along its surface,
on which the s and sA depend. The Armenians
havs a twofold 7, of which one, if we mistake bot,
is related to the other, as our sA to s.

The Hebrews were commonly stated to have
given two sounds to each of the letters DA N
1 3 ) s0 as"to produce the twelve sounds, p f,
bv,t9,d3 k x, g v; but it is now genesally ad-
mitted that it was not so originally. The Greeks
(at least provincially), even in early days, pro-
nounced Bfjra, Véta, as they now also say
Ghamma, Dhelta; and the Italians for Latin &
sometimes have v, sometimes . The Hebrew
corruption was however so early as constantly to
show itself in the Sept.; indeed, as a general
rule, we must regard the thin comsonants B N
a8 haring assumed the continuous, instead of
explosive, pronunciation;, 4. e. they were become
S 6, x. Thus 237, ¥ are written
Gy, BoBéA, Xavady, in spite of the dagesh lene
by which the later Masorites directed the initial
letters to be sounded P, T, K. Yet there is no
immovable rule. Thus the B'Y is in the same
book variously rendered Xerrewelu and Kirclaw
(1 Macc. i. 1, and viii. 3). It will be observed
that a decidedly dental ¢ is very near to tA, and
a %, very mincing and forward in the mouth,
easily melts into 4y, as in the Turkish language,
and thence into soft x. In this way, 0 and x
having been adopted for N and 3, 7 and » were
leﬁuﬂngmenfnprsmﬂﬁvuo{ Dand p. It
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of enerate nto
muscular language of barbarians
e ; irates ; ]1? fact, a vowel ener-
ieally so is itself an aspirate, as an
guupiute softened is a vowel. Let it be noticed in
passing that an over-vocalised language is by no
means soft. Sucha word as Inwe has of necessity
strong hiatuses between' the vowels, which hiatuses,
although not written in Western languages, are
virtually consonantal aspirates; in which respect
el The Hebrow voelong
is very m sleading. rew ing
nzma often %lludrntu thil;'}:l ex-
ample, Antiochus is DVD IR, where the central
R indicates the hiatus between ¢ and 0. That the
letters 11 (ﬁnal%, Y, ), fiom the earliest timeg were
for the long vowels A, L, U, seems to be
beyond doubt. At a later period perhaps, R was
used for another A : the Greeks } for O,
and finally N for a Jong E. It is probable that a
corruption in the Hebrew unciation of 7
and T bad already come in when the Sept.
mmd the spelling of proper names which we
As for {1, it is the more remarkable that the
Greek aspirate should not have been used for it ;
for both in Greece and in Italy the A sound must
bave been very soft, and ultimately has been lost.
S0 we find in the Sept. ABiA far 937 Hebel,
enn liuhea;:::levm:‘he m'lglher
and stronger aspirate N vanishes. Thus
TOR Hionok ; ‘Powpid for NIM Reh-
Sometimes however the I beaomes x,
in Xau for DY, XaAdy for D3 ; which may
possibly indicate that M, at least in proper names,
occasionally retained the two soands of Arabic
lnnitMmd t‘Hc. The ) was of necessity

omitted in Greek, since, at least when it‘ was be-
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be made than by leaving a hiatus. Where it has
been denoted by Greek v, as in Téuopba, Ta:3d3,
Znrydp, there is no doubt that it had the force of
the Ambie &(ghnn ), whether or not this seend
ever occurred in Hebrew except in names.

Respecting the vowels, ‘::p mnyPnrg?iﬂ that it is
now historically established, alike in the Syro-
Arabian and n the Indo-European languages,
that the sounds ¢ and & (pronounced as in maid
are later in time than those of 4,1, %,
and are m fact corruptions ofk::eg diphtll:’ongsai,
au. Hence, originally, three vowels, 4, I, 8,
with three vowel-points for the same when short,
ce. On the four very short
vowels of Hebrew a needless obscurity is left in
our by its not being observed that we
have Ee same number in the English language,
really distinct; as in suddén (or castlé), con-
triry, nobody, démoath ; although it is probable

E

1. ALPHAEUS {Mr}. father of James the
Less (Matt. x. 3; Luke vi. 15), and husband of
Mary, the sister of our Lord’s mother (John xix.
23); for which reason James is called ‘the Lovd's
beother’ [Broturr). By comparing John xix.
25, with Luke xxiv. 10, and ﬂ‘. x. 3, it ap-
pears that Alphmus is the same person as Cleo-
E:"; Alphmus being his Greek, and

is Hebrew or Syriac name, according to the
custom of the provinces or of the time, when men
had often two names, by one of which they were
known to their friends and and by
the other to the Romans or strangers. Possibly,
!wwever,:_bedwbdl:mmeiinﬂmkm’ in fhis
instance, from a diversity,in pronouncing the 1
in his Aramean name, DN, a diversity which

is common also in the int (see Kuinoel
n Joan. xix. 35) [Naxzs].

3. ALPHEUS, the fi of the evangelist
Levi or Matthew (Mark ii. 14).

ALTAR (MAID from N3}, to slay (a victim),
but used also for the altar of incense; Sept.
nerally Buaiaotiipoy, sometimes Bwpds). ’ﬁ:
first altar we read of in the Bible was that erected
by Noah on leaving the ark. According to a
Rabbinical legend, it was partly formed fiom the
remains of one built by Adam on his expulsion
from Paradise, and afterwards used by Cain and
Abel, on the identical spot where Abraham pre-
pared to offer lP) Isaac ( y In Gen. ful. 5ll: 3,
4; Targum, Jonathan, Gen. viii. 20). Mention
is made of altars erected by Abraham (Gen. xii.
7; xiii. 45 xxii. 9); by Isaac (xxvi. 25); by Jacob
Sxx.xiii. 20; xxxv. 1, 8); by Moses (Exod. xvii.

5). After the giving of the law, the Israelites were
commanded to make an altar of earth (FIID
OR); they were also permitted to employ
stones, but nw iron tool was to be applied to them.
This has been generally und as an inter-
diction of sculpture, in order to guard agninst a
violation of the second commandment. Altars
were frequently built on high places (F1D3, ML,
Bopoi); the word being used not only for the
elevated spots, but for the sacrificial structures u
them. Thus Solomon'bxslt an high place forcﬂ
mosh (1 Kings xi. 7), and Josiah brake down and
bumt the high place, and stamped it small to
powder ? Kings xxiii. 13); in Which passage
Nl is istinfuiahed from NJID. This practiee,
however, was forbidden by the Mosaic law (Deut.
xii. 13; xvi. §), except n particular instances,
such as those of Gideon (Judg. vi. 26) and David
(2 Sam. xxiv. 18). It is said of Solomon ¢ that be
loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of David, his
father, only he sacrificed and burnt incense on the
high places® (1 Kings iii. 3). Altags were some-
times built on the roofs of houses: in 2 Ki
xxiii. 12, we read of the altars that were on
top of the upper chamber of Ahaz. In the taber-
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