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\TOTHII{G can bc morc self-com-
il placent than Roman rvritcrs
coneerting thc relations nncl com-
parison of their olvn Statc to fo-
ieigners. I-.,ioy and Sallust, Cicero
and. Tacitus, are in substantial agree-
ment here I and, beyoncl rvhat rnight
have beon expected, the moclerns
adopt theil moral tone. Gibbon
s&lr' through the extravag&nce of
Livy: I{iebuhr deplores the rvicked-
ness of Rome, from the time that
hcr superiority in arms to Carthage
wtls completc : Arnolcl is ahvays
free-judging : Dean }lcrivale vchc-
mently denounces the opplessions
of the conqueling republic, jn order
to glorify Calsar's usnrpatiou. Yet
on the rvhole lve are taught from our
youth up that the nilitary suceesscs
of Rome were a great blcssing to
the world, and mere rvarlike pro\vcss
is constantly hclcl up do aclmiration.
ft seems to bc fully rvorth rvhilc to
revie'v the mor,al aspect of this his-' 
tory.in bricf, at thc expense of tra-
vcrsing again some of thc grouncl
rvhich m&y havc been familiar to us
at school or collegc. ft ccrtainly is
not superfluous. l\lazzini, a man
whom it is scarccly possible to name
rvithout resllect, assumcd. as axiorn-
atic that }luropc owcs plicelcss bcnc-
fits to ll,omc, rvhich shc has long
becn rcpayinq rvith ingratitucle. 'I'ho

Ianguagc of thc accomplishecl Pliny
may bc hcrc aclclucecl as a litcrary
curi<-,sity: no moclcrn pancgyrist
ca,n comc up to hirn (-Nrr/ .  I t is t .  6).
fn clescribing thc gcographl' of ltaly,
he says: '  I gricve to touch so l ightly
on & lancl rvhich is at oncc & ntlr'sc-
ling ancl parcnt of all lir,nds 1 cl,,:ctad,
bu tlrc ftctt of tlrc garls tr, ntu/;r:, ltrtctL:c+r,
,itsclf ilu tl'o'illtrctriorts, to consolicla,tc
scattcrcd clotuinion, to so{'tcn rcli-
gion s, to brin g togetlter by intcrcoursc
of speech thc cliscordant ancl rvilcl
Ianguagcs of so urany pcoplcs, to
givc to uran intcrchangc of t l tonght
ancl lnmtar.r, i ty; in short, {o ltccotttc
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tlte shagle lTatlrcrlutd o.f all lh'e races
ht t lrc iultolc elobe.' Though Romo
is not namcdl Rome is int-endecl, in
the 'consolidation of dorninion.'

In mentioning diseordant lan-
gua,ges Pliny eertainly does not con-
frnelimself- to Italy ; but he cannof
havo been ignorant, horv great a diIfi-
culty this topic placed if .tltq rvay 9f.
Italian unioi ; and ,to this first it is
exped.ient to ad.dress ourselves. The
caie of Italy lyAS widely diverse from
that of ancient Greece. The tribes
of Grcece whom the Greeks callcd
barbnrta?rs were cithel fcrv ancl seat-
tered, or had no politicaL strength ;
rvhether Pelasgians or Chaonians
nncl l\'fo]ossians ol other Epirots.
The Greeks, who rvere mutuallY in-
tetligible,.werc conscious of substan-
tial unit'y, and strovc for po)itical
union. I{o such unity can bc a)legccl
of ancient ltaly, nor rvas anya,bstracf
clesire of union possiblc. 'I'he Latin
I'ace, rvhich.at ]_ength established its
supremacy in the peninsula, was at
fi r',st containecl rvithin th e'ntrrorvcst
limiis, ancl oftcn scemccl likcly to bc
overrvhelmed. ,

To unclerstand the magnitude of
thc task implied in ftalian union, a
,dcfinite idca must bc attainccl as to
thc diversity of languagcs. Thc
nclrtheln region rvhich rvc ca,ll Lom-
barcly, w&s carly occupierl by Gauls,
of tLc same bloocl ancl languagc as
thosc on this sidc of thc Alps. \Yith'
out entcring into thc controvcrsy
rvhcfhcr thc rnodcrn \Vclsh or thc
moclcrn Irish nrorc ncarly rcprcscnts
their tonguc, no onc '.loubts that it
\v&s rvholly unintclligiblc to lintins.
Also, thcy wcrc lr)' fir,r thc rtrclest
pcoplc in Italy, ha,ving, in thc timc
ne ihc scconcl . l)unic \v&r, t lotlc of
thc cultivttion rvlrich Jl,oman gctlc-
lals aftcrrvarcls founcl in sotrtltcrtr
Gaul. Thc Romans solvcd the Pro-
l 'r lcm by thc cxpulsion of this peoplc,
nob bli tltci" iricorporation u'ith the
Ilmpiic : l tence n<i fult lrcr noticc of
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about ( primitive connection.' Just
so frish ancl Tflelsb, just so Russian
and Polish, have primitive connec-
tion ; yet they are widely sep&r&to
oo*, Jncl the" peoples otu *otually
unintelligible.

Let a,nyone who knows tho cle-
ments of Latin peruso two llmbrian
paragraphs. First, one of old. Um-
brian. t Sacre sewacne opetu. Jorve
Patre promom ampentu d.estro seso
ase. tr'ratrusperAttieyies,ahdisper
cicrvasatis, totaper ljolina, trefiper
Ijon'ina, diglom scwacnim deitu;
rnomec owem servacnim opetu.'
Second, of somewhat later Umbrian:
' Yerfale, pufe arsfertur trebeit, ocrer
pehanner, elsc stahmito, cso tuderato
est. Angluto hondomu, porsei ne-
simei Asa Deveia est, anglome sort-
mo, porsei nesimei Vapersus Avie-
cleir est; eine, angluto sommoYapofe
Avieclu totcome tud.er, angluto hon-
clomu Asame Deveia totcome tuder:
einc, totceir tud.erus seipoclruhpei,
-ss1ifs.'l lilere the rvorcI est catches
attention as Latin ; nothing else.
But csf is scarcely altcred in German,
Grccli ancl modern Persian.

IYext, the reacler may be pleased.
to sce a specirnen of Oscan from the
Bantinc Tablet; but the lines are
almost all broken at the end. 3 Pis
pocapit post post ex&c comono hafi-
ert, mcddis clat castridlouf cn eituas
factucl pous touto deivatuns tan-
sinom clcicans stom dat cizasc idic-
tanon deicum pod valmmom touticom
taclait czum, ncp fepacid pod pis dat
ciznc.'2 Oscan has thc lctter z, un-
knolvn to Latin, ancl e; in some new
scnsc, probably for our s/a. Umbrian
hacl l:oth z, and a pcculiar r', as also
a modified. c, probably for o:ur tch.

As to thc lltruscan language, our
knon'lcclgc is indcecl very srnall, but
it is clistinct and signi{icnnt. By
hclp of pl'opcr n&nlcs, and & fcw
bilingual inscriptions, ib is nsccr-
tainccl that the Ilbrnscans hacl &

them is here needed. Their soil was
occupicd by l-ratin colonies.

At the opposite encl of ftaly wo
may pass by the lapygian tribes,
equally &s any sctr,ttered Pelasgian
settlements ; for, rvhatever the lan-
guages, they went into d.isuse beforc
the er& of political eonsolidation.
But the Greek eolonies, whieh gave
thc n&me }Iagna Grrccia to thc
south, are far more important. The
enormous contrast of Greek to Latin
is an open fact to our sclroolboys.
That the Greeks came in as eolonists
by sea was perfectly notorious, and
has ncver been disputed. That the
Ebruscans also arrived by sea, and
\vcrc cmigrants from Lydia, was an
all but universal article of faith rvith
the ancients. Cicero, it is observed,
spcal<s of ltrtruscans as lr,omittes bar-
bari,, a plrrase he would. not use of
Sabines, Ifmbrians or Oscans, rvho
\r'ere accourrtcd. old. Italians.

But when our modern historia,ns
speak of 'the olcl Italian stock,' wc
are liable to d elusion, fts though
these people and the Latins could,
somehow, undcrstand one another ;
as th.ough their speech were a mere
clifference of clialcct. The Sabinc
incleecl was probably a dialcct of
Ilmbrianr or, as sorne soy, of Oscan.
Wc have only single words, not sen-
tences, in the language. Dionysius
calls the Sabines emigrants frorn
Umbria; but this clocs not provc
them IJmbrians: appar.cntly they
werc absorbecl in othcr races, beforc
thc last eentury of the Roman Re-
public. But rvhcn thc tcrriblc ' So-
cial \Yar,'the wAr against thc ltuliun,
allies, burst upon Romc, four lan-
guagcjs appear as of political import-
anee, Latin, Etmscan, Ilmbrian, and
Oscan. It is ccrtain that thev wcrc
contrastecl, not &s clialccts, but &s
languagcs, as cntircly as Frcneh ancl
ItnElisii, Grccl. 

"tri 
l.)crsinn. It

avails nob to talk, as cthnologists,

-t. In a small pnmphlot I havo cssayccl a translabion of tho fguviuo Tablcts, from
wh_i1\ thcso spoiimons rrc tnkon. (litibnu & Co.)-Ir. \Y. N.

2 lVlommscn hir,s vcry ably cluciddtccl thc Osean romains.
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genitive ca,se ending in -s. I think
fnrthor that they had a clative in -si,
&n &ccusativo in-nt, ancl (what is
very peculiar) no ablative feminino
in -al. Thc lbllorving translations
Beem to me reliablc :

ON A CUP.

llli f,arthia.
LIe Lartiuc (Jinrit).

()vER TOlrRS.

Ltrth Volimnas Aules.
i['ars lrqlumnii Au,Ii (flius).

'Thofri 
Volimnas Tarchis clan.' T'iberius Yol*tnnii Tarclfi Jilius.

Arnth Velimnas Aulcs.
Aruns Yolumnii Auli, (Jiltus).

Aulo Vclimnns Thofrisns Nufruntl clan.
Aulzrs Yolurnnii 'I\iberii (ct) I{ofronL /il,izts.

Velo Velimnas Aulcs. 
'

Vclus L'olunmii Auli, (Jiltus).

Aulo Torchnas Larthu.l clln.
Aulus 'I 'urquittii (cr) Lartift Jilitts.
Laris (?) Pumpus Arnthrrl cltn.

Lars Ponryeti (ex) ArrtmttA Jtltus,
Pup. Velimna r\ules Cafir,tial.

P ubl iu s Tt ol unr,tt ius Aul i ( f I i u s) (c r) C afa t iA.

IX T}IE PNRUSI} iE INSCRIPTION.

:\ulcsi Yolthinas Arxnirl clcnsi.
Aulo Yolsini i  (et) ArurnA Ji l io.

Clcl i\funa Yelthinam.
Gett ztit (?) i|1;ort ius L-ol sirtiutn,

Lrrthals Afunes clcn.
) Lartialis Aportii f.lius.

rNScnrPTroN oN aN onaTon's croAx.

Aulesi Motclis Vo, Vositl clcnsi.
Aulo llIetclli Yeli (ec) Vesit flio.

SITORT INSCII,IPTIONS.

A. Abassa Arnthal Trnunai.
Aulus Altassa (ex) ArruniiA, Fuonid.

Vo. Cueu Cr. L(ucumo)apa Pctrual cliln.
Yelus Cossets Cnei primigcnhts cr Pctrcid

jtius.

Titirr C. I-,. Iitttsal.
Titius Caius prinigcnius (cc) Tuttsrt..

Tho Etruseans must havc fre-

{uently omibtccl sborb vorvcls in
writing, as do tho llcbrcrvs nrttl
Arabs; for it IYAS impossible to
pronounce rvithou t aclcl i tional vo\yels
Buch combinabions of consonants as
flerth rco, lml, srancxl, cicnl. lMc

Tlte Iforal, Ch,arq,cter of Eontcnl Clnqtrnst. []iay

rnay thcn easily bo dcceived as to
tho"souncl, by tf,e aspect of the rvrit'
iog. The language had thc Greck as-
piiatcs l l t, clt; and. a ancl_;u besides,
We l,avc no cluc as yeb to thc clemon-
strative or rcJative pronouns, an d.
the materials arc so scanty as to givo
little hope of incrcascd linorvledgg:
Nevertheless, it is impossiblc to rhvell
on thc Pcrusinc Inscription, rvithout
secing horv entircly 

-unlil<o 
is tho

language to Latin, Oscan and.
IImbriun.

To unitc in on'e dominion and
rcconcilc to & common rule nations
so diverse, was not a lropcful uncler-
taking. It may bc aclcled, that their
rcligions also wcrc cliffcrcnt. I{cvcr-
thclcss, this clicl not rvith the An-
cients c&usc national repugnance.
Thcy generally und.ertook thc tnslr,
mol'c charitable than philosophic, of
iclentifying evcry foreign clcity rvith
onc of their  own. But when
myth ologics havc cssential contrasts,
Ivc see that thc pcople hacl grown
up und.er differcnt mental influenccs.
trlven thc Oscans ancl the lfmbrians
had. sep&ratc Pantheons. T trs
l-itniscati religion wai in many
rYays \rerJr pcculiar : somc things
the Romans had acloptccl; yet t lrc
I-rntins diffcrcd, froru tlrem a]1. At
a very early time the Greclis \\'crc
rn somc senso mecliators and lecon-
cilcrs inrcligion to Etruscans, Latins
ancl Oscans. Itrtruscan potbery
sl-rorvs that thc artists of thatuation
hacl become familinr rvith thc Greel<
hcroes and heroincs. Rome largcly
blcnded. in ]rer ccrcmonies the rc-
ligions of all lter neighbours : yct
she nevcr lost thc Latin tcndency to
rvorship abstract ideas, such &s
Concord., Fortune, Health, \Yomanly
Ifonour. Herein the Latins mav secm
to havc anticipated moclcnr Coritism.

Thc Etruscans, as knorvn to us,
\ycro confinccl to llbrulia, plopcr,
rvhcrc lJLruscan tombs abouncl, and
norvhcrc clse. Thc Umbrians lracl
bccn cxpcllccl by them froru this
rvhole clistrict, and. rcmaincd in &

'  Or , ' I 'hof r is  u (?)-'I'iberii
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thnt kings werc expelled. from Rome,
and tyrants from Attiea, almost
simultaneously; salr D.c. 5ro. Tho
Latin and Hcrniean le ague rvas
maclc ncarly about u.c. 49o, thc dlto
of thc battlo of l{arat}ron. Rv this
leaguo tho consul Spurius Cissius
bcgan tJro rcstoration of Rome fronr
her gravest foreign dangers. Si-
mulbaneouslyr conccssions to tho
plebcians sfaved. off domestic rc-
volut ion. The forcign cncmies rnost
prcssing arc eallecl zIJqui and Volsci,
mcn ccrtainly foreign in r&co tcr
Latium, pcrhaps Sabinc ancl Um-
brian. The contcsb \yas ver.y tedious
ancl very unccrttr in, unti l  .thc ) car
)r.c. 428, onc ) ear after the death of
Pericles, rvhen tho dictator Aulus
Postumius Tubcrbus qnincd a
clecisivc victory. Thcriccforwarrl
Rorne, though 

-sttuggling, 
is tn&-

nifestly ahvays rvinning.
To any moral criticism of Roman

conduct,  i t  is  common to roply:
' Itrvcry one of the ncighbouls lvould
Lavc bcen as bacl, i t '  they lrad had
thc porvcr. '  Tlris is easily saicl, and.
has ilo ploof. In bhe earlicst erir
otlr nla,terials fail ; but a litilc latcr,
u'e have illustrations to the contrary,
proving that thc ncighbours wcrc
lnore rrrod.erate, rnore peaeeful, rnorc
truthful, morc just. \\fe knolv that
oII men arc l iablc to bc corruptecl'
by dcspotic po\yer, Oscans fl,s rvcll
as Romans. To aclcluce this as fl,
rcAson for syrnpathising rvirh de-
spotic ,o.."is.r^, is ill6gicrul ancl
clcmoralising.

By the bravery and fidclity of
thc Latin and Hcrnican allies, and
at the large expcnsc of thcir blood,
Rome had been delivcred. from im-
rnincnt clangers, had gro\vn strong,
and, we may rvcll believc, morc
arrogant. Thc allies felt it l<ccnly,
ancl complainccl (according to lrivy)
that thcy wcrc trcatccl as vassals.
'Ihc Latins sent An embassy to tho
Senate, claiming cquality 

- 
in tho

State, but dcsiring to bc one pcople,
and. to bo callccl Romans. 'I'hcir

numbers and strcngth bcing cqual,
half tho Scnato nnd onc consul

very limitecl are& in the northern
Apennine, bet'lveen Tuscany and
Rimini. Thc Oseans rvere of all by
far the most rviclely spread, over tbc
great nrass of the Apcnnincs, rv.ibh
its valleys and slopes, ovcr t lrc
Adriatic coast from Rinrirri soutlt-
ward, pcrhaps over all Apulia
(but th is is doubted),  ccrtainlv ovcr
Campania and I-rucania. Tho Latin
languagc was originally confinccl to
thc singlc clistrict markecl in our
m&ps as Latium, and. a consiclcrablc
part of cvcn this was occupicd by
tribes of anothcr origin and spccch.
Thc city rrhich wis clcstinecl to
conquer ancl ccntraliso ltaly, Iay in
a corncr, prcssed upon by Etruscnns,
Sabines and Latins. Anticluity
univcrsally believccl that Rome lyas
it vcry rr)ongrel ciby ; thab caoh of
thcse thrce pcoples had entcrcd. into
her composition organically from thc
beginniug ; also, thatArcaclians fi'om
Greccc, ancl Trojans from Asia, had
still earlier planted thcrirselves on
this very area. But i\fommserr, thc
authority io tlrese mattcrs rvlro Jras
supplanted Niebuhr, is plcasecl to
call it inatiuttu,l to imas'inc, the
Romans a rnixecl pcoplc. One rvho
holds to thc olcl bclicf tha,t carly
Romc had Sabine, Latin ancl Tuscan
tribes, finds it easy to understand
both her arnbition to incornorate in
her dorninion her neighbou^rs of all
threo languages, ancl her success in
that anrbition during thc regal
pcriod. I lub thc revolution rvhich
expelled the Tarquins blr-rke up thc
clominion of Rome. l ler conquest
by the lJtruscan Porsena folloiving
made her struggles tedious and long
vcry doubtful.

Nicbuhr originatcd & nc\y vierv of
tho rcnerved 

- 
all ianccs of Rorne,

which hc said (pcrhaps correct ly)
had. bccn falsif ied by i lonran conr-
pi lers ol  h istory;  m-rr  unrvi l l inq to
b-clicvc, and incapablc of ima,qirring,
that Ronrc had cvcr dcalt rvith lrdr
all ies npon cclual terms : bub this
docs nob rnuch concern us hcre. To
Blvc sonrc backbonc of approximatc
chronologJ', it m&y bc 

-taid 
cloryn
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ought to be La,tins. Li"y regarcls
.thc clemancl as insolcnt in the ex-
treme, ancl seems to approve of the
speech which he ascribes to the
consul Manlius, who cleclarecl that
if the Senate 'lyere mad enough to
yicld, hc himself woulcl kill rvith
his own hand the first l-ratin rvho
triccl to take his seat. The Senate,
horvevcr, was of }lanlius's mind, ancl
chose rather to peril the existence
of thc Statc, than to enlargc ancl'
strengthen ib by thc frce incolpora-
tion of a l<inctrecl pcople, rvhosc
fidelity \YAs long tlicd.

After thlee yea,rs of war, the
Romans conqucred.. I{evorbhclcss,
fiftccn years later, cluring the
first Samnite \yar, they hacl to
yiclcl bcforc tho almccl clcmancls of
thc Latins, rvhosc gencral l:ucius
Fulvius Curvus, Dictator of Tuseu-
lurn, thc heacl of insuncction, was
accepted by the Roman Scnate as
Consul. 'I'hus the fusion of Rornc
rvitir Latiunr. bccame completc, r].c.
3zr. Romc grantccl to neccssity' 
rvhat, at the cipensc of bloocly rvai',
she rcfusecl to equity ancl to souncl
policy. This sccms to havc bccn
hcr uniform course.

It may bc asliecl : lVhy clicl trvo
cehturies ncccl to pass, .ft." the
lcaguo of Servius Tull ius, before &
union coulcl bc cffectecl, rvhich thc
Roman plcbs ancl the Lrtirr torvns
nrust alilic have desirccl ? This is
to mc cxplicablc only by thc hctcro-
goncousncss of the Roman patr:i-
citns, rvlto,long aftcr Latin \vAS thcir
language, sti l l  rctainccl Sabinc arrcl
Etruscan sentimcnt, ancl madc thcir
religious ccrcmonics (rvhich lvcrc
forcign to tho plebcians) a pr.ctcxt of
cxclusivcncss.

'Ihc Sabincs or Sabcllians arc
ahvays llraisccl in labcr timcs for
thcir simplc mn nncrs ancl nustcrc
morality; but this dcscription bc-
longs to thosc rvho continuccl to l ivc
as rustics, lvibhout thc clcmoralising
in{luenccs of po\ycr, rvcalbh and
amllition. . In this rcspcct wc mily
comparc thcm to thc O bioman

of Ronzan Conquest. []Iay

Turks, 'w'ho are ad.mired by all
strangers in their own villages for
the noble and sLerling qualities
almosb universal to them : yet the
s&mc mcn irre for the most part
quiclil;' con'uptccl by offi.ee and.
powcr, ancl bccome capablc of gtcat
atrocitics: Ib is intercsiing to
alight upon a dcseription of thc
modcrn llnzbrtarts in I\'Irs. I{amilton
Grey's Tour to tlrc Sepulchrcs of
IJtrrr , r ia.  Shc snys:

Onc of our parfy told fnc, that tho farmcr
rvith rvhonr hc rvts quarterccl had rvifh hinr
a band. of 3o shcph-erris, rvho slcpb round
tho court-j 'a,rd aftcr thc manncr of thc
rucient Tuscans, t,ud rvhoso cnrployment
ail t lrry rr 'as mill i ing ancl tending thc l loclis
rurcl nrrking chccscs :rncl ricotttt (a sort ot'
cultl) fronr thc milk of goats and cl 'cs ; unrl
th l t  their  foocl  ncycl '  vas lnything clsc,
nrorning, r loor l  and night,  a l l  tho )  car
rouncl ,  but  th is sumo r icot ta,  except ing 

----

trvice a rvecli rvhcn they llrstcd,lqu,. fcastcd?]
upolr metl porliclgc or l lpon polontl, and
lentils. Ifo said that they uere Urnltrians
ancl kept thcmsch'es mosb clannishly dis-
tincb from a1l thc othcr pcasants, ht'r-iug a
plirlc in bhcir arrcient counfry, l 'hich has
noycr' changcd its numo from tho urrl iest
recorcls ;  arrc l  a lso in their  desccnt,  a th ing
much prizccl by all clrrsscs in' Italy. IIc
clescribccl thcrn as tall, porvcrful, ancl hanci-
some; such f igurcs as we sco dcpictecl  in
the aneienb tonlbs ; and mcn of thirt proucl
trrcl lr igh stamp of charircter, ulrc are abo'L-c
rol,,bcry, crucltg an,d nrcan?tcls.

Such. primitivc populations, rvith
rust,ic simplc habits, abounclccl in
Italy, l'hethcr callccl Umblian,
Sa,l:inc or Samnitc ; rncn unac-
customed to 'rviclc poli i ical or rnil i-
tarl combinations, but noblc-heartecl
ancl upright. It wAS thc crucl
mission of Rornc to crnsh, cxtcr'-
minatc or celrupl, thcrn. I ly con-
stant occupation in lvftr shc learnecl
polic.y, intliguc aucl fnlud, as rvcll
as clisciplinc ancl large schcmcs of
campaigning'. I{cnco hcr unifornr
ult inrir,tc successcs.

fn thc seconcl cra, aftcr l, lrc com-
plctc union of ilre I-.ratins rvith Romc,
\\r&r rv:.th thc Oscan nations began
on & grcatcr scale. Thc fir'st Sarnnitc
war has becrr al ludccl  to,  but thc
scconrl was {ar molc scvcrc. Ancl rvc
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gain insight into tho Roman method.
ancl ntorale of conquest. Roman
encro&chments were the sole ca,use
of rvar. The Samnites, after it hacl
broken out, humbly asl<ed for peace,
on terms of equality ancl friendship,
and ofl'ered. pccuninry payment ;
but the Romans insistcd. on absolute
submission to thcir clespotic military
rulo.

The Samnites lvcre & simplc
martial people, but hacl no such
militarv institutions as the Romans.
Thc poiicy of Rome'was aggrcssivc,
and her mod.e of warfa,re w&s bv
systematic clcvastation. The Sani-
nitcs were less ambibious, and too
much satisfiecl rvith defencc. \Yhcn
successful, they did not follorv up
success haughtily ancl bloodily in
Roman fushion. We knorv the
events from thc Romans only, ancl
by their account thc Samnites rvorc
greatly the superior in moderation

llcl equity. A most signal history,
illustrating thc morality of the twlo
nations, \yAs that l<norvn by thc
n&me of titc l,'orlis of Caudium. The
Roman a,rm). had enterecl this defile,
rvherc thcy wcre so shut in bn tho
Samnite g-cneral Pontius, thafthcy
cou.ld not eseape. As Livy tells us,
he miglrt have rnassacrecl thern
ca,sily ; instcacl of this, he made u
treaty to clisarm ancl dismiss thcnr
in safotv. on condition that bhr:
Romans' 

' 
rvoulcl 'rvithclra.w thcir

scttlcrs from the Samnitc soil, ancl
henccforth live in amity on cqua,l
tcrms. Thc trvo consuls. $'ho \ycrc
both intcrccptcd, bccame sponsors
tr" ficiolity to thc cngagcm-cnt; so
dici all th; clricf oflic'crJ; ancl thc
a,rmy rcbnrn cc1 homc safc. Thc
Scrtttc at onec votccl that thc
cng&gcmcnt was nuil ancl voicl, and,
to sl,r.e tho public flr,ith, scnt ]reralcls
to surrenclcr to thc Samnitcs thc
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officcrs who had sworn fidelity.
Pontius indignantly refusecl to ac-
cept them, ancl claimecl that if thc
Senate did not like the treaty, it
should not take aclvantage of it, but,
shoulcl replaec the wholc arnry into
thc clcfilc: ho therefore sent back
the officers unharmccl. The ll,omans
renerved" the war moro fiercely than
ever, ancl rvhen, twenty-severr )'ears
Iater, they{ captured this samc
Pontius, they led him in 'tr iurnph,'

rvhich thcn, as alrvays, was lbllorvccl
by bcheacling.

It m&y be proper to clrvell on
this ; for when in a, small boolr,
cir,llccl Tl,egal Ronrc, I alluclcd to this
systematic Rom&n cruelty, a lcarned.
German flatly denied. my corrcct-
ness. The classical paSsagc on thc
subject is Ctccro itt lrerrem, |tct ii.,
L ib.  v. ,  30, 77. He is exprcssing
inclignation that, Verres hacl no{,
executccl & capturecl chicf pirato.
'I'he imputatiorr \\'itrs, that Ycrres
Jrad taken a bribe to sparc him, ancl
had behead.ecl some one else in his
placc. Cicero urges, thab thc pirate
might have escapec'|, to thc dangcr
of thc public ; and in reply to
\rerlcs's plca, that he needccl to pro-
ducc thc piratc in his own dcfcncc,
al'gues : ' So then ! you arc to de-
f'encl yourself at thc public risli !'
' l 'Irc punishnrcnts uldch, &1'e clnte t,t
cultq.lLcrctl ettcttt i t:s you rvil l  in{l ict, a,t
tJrc t irnc convcnicnt to yoursclf ! a
puirl ic cncmy of tho Romans is to
bc l<cpt safc unclcr private guarcl !
But cven thosc rvho triunrph, ancl
on, t,lmt accotntt kccp gcnerals of an
crrcnry lonrler all,ue, in orclcr that,
fi'om their bcing lccl in the triurnph,
thc lloma,n pcolrlc may eqioy a most
glorious spcctaclc ond fruit of vic-
tory i ;,.ct, n'lrcn thcy bcgin to tuln
tho elrnlio{, fronr thc forunr into thc
Capitol, thcy ordcr thcm to bc lctl

{ ' I lro firct that }rc wits so tlcalt rvif lr is
Cuiuttt, 7>ontium, ittt l tcrotorcnt Sanmiltu,ttt,
Arnolc l  bel icrcs i t  lnhcsi tat , inglv.  I  < lo
Nothing is grr i r ;cd for  tho n",or,r i ' icputrLt ion
capturcrl.

surtcci jrr thc Iipitomo of Lit ' ; ' 's r rth book.
clucttt ttt i tt, tr iump/to, .s0cu,ri pe.rcus,sit.
not  knoty rr l ty &r lyono is int : rcclulous.

of ltomc by cloribting rvhothor I 'ontius rvts
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into gtt'isorz; ancl the clay rvhich ends
tho commancl of the conqucror, eticls
also the l;fe of tlrc congueretl.' It
is not a, question of special trea-
chery, of violated. treaty, or of cle-
sertion fi'om Romc : to have becn
t at the head. of an enerny' in open
w&r (just or unjust) is the rvhole
offcnee : nol is there in all Roman
history a single instanco n'here a
general, a king or & quecn, rvho is
led in triumph, c ver r.c&ppcars in
Iife. Vercingetorix, the Gaulish
prince rvho defendecl his native city
againsb Cmsar's invasion, rvas kcpb
in chains for years by Crcsar, unlil
hs coulcl conveniently tr iumph : yet
Ceesar lvas ' the gentlest and milclest
of men,' aecording to Cicero; ancl
certainly thc Romans for thc threc
centurics prececling are not, l ikely to
have becn nri lclcr and more humaue.

But to rctuur to thc earl icr his-
tory. The Samnites, being Oscans,
could. not clesire politieal union rvith
Rome : they 'solely closircd amiiy
ancl goocl neighbourhoocl ; but this
\ras prccisely thc thing that ib rvas
impossiblc to ge! {rom- Romans. It
is vcry remarkable, that in a, \y&r
rvith tho I{umantincs of Spain,
qbout r 7 S )'ears later', an affair
Closely s imi lar in cvery point  to
that of the Cauclinc I'orks occurr.ed,
thc l.Iumantincs shorving the samc
mercy ancl m&gnanimit], tlrc llo-
m&ns the samc rvant of goocl faith.

Sinec Ilonre had simultaneouslv
given grave ofl'crrcc to the Btruscaris
by thc appropriation of thcir soil,
thc Utruscans ancl llnrbrians joinccl
their c&use rvith thc Samnitcs ; yet
feeblv at first. fn the last Szr,mnitc
\va,r','thu Iltruscans ancl evon thc
'Gauls put forth grcab efforts, ancl
the Samnite forces marched. into
Ebrurio, so thab in orrc army lYcrc
f,our nations, Ilttuscil,r)s, Sa,mnites,
Umbrians ancl Garrls. I lut the corn-
bination c&mc too lnte, and Ronrnn
victory \y&s only the rnorc dccisivc
in its result. A ) o{r,r' bcforc this
gre&t bn,btlc, the consuls l,'al"lius
and Decius hntl clclcatcd a, Sanrnitc
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army on its own soil. Livy tell us
horv they used. their success, and.
adds no lvorcl of pity or disapproyal
(*. t 5 ). 

' The two consular armies,
rambling in clifferent directions, /or
firt ntontln togctlter devastatetl
everythiog. There rvero forty-five
places in Samnium, in which De-
cius, eighty-six in 'which Fabius,
had fixcd his camp. Thcy did. not
leavc mere traces of the mounds
and ditches, but far mol'c signal
memorials of emptiness and devas-
tation in the regions around..' Tho
system was continued by other con-
suls year after year. \Mc m&y
hesitate to believo the procligious
number of Samnites saicl by I,,ivy to
have been slain in'the tenible serics
of baitles, for a,pprrrcnily every man
sold his life dearlv. But we cannot
cloubt the wicle st-arvation of women
ancl children, and. the enormous clc-
population of entire d istricts by
these fiendish dcstlucfions of crops,
frnit trccs, torvns ancl villagcs.
Irivy's tale may assrlrc us that tho
Calcdonian chicftain in Tacitus
spoke simple truth conccrning l lo-
rnan gcncrals, rvhen he said. : ' 'I'hcy

make a" rvilderness, ancl eall 'it

peacc.' The method. of Atti la and
thc l{uns was that by rvhich ll,oman
arms prospered. So Rcgulus in
the first Punic rv&r burnecl dorvn all
thc beautiful villas of the rvealthv
Carthaginians to rvhich he coulil
rcach, giving Hannibal the hint,, by
'rvhat processes alonc thc Rornans
thcmselves must be tamecl. Iforc
sfrvagc and horrible still, if not rnorc
cruel in the rcsult, \ya,s thc praetico
of thc ll,onrans when they captured.
a city, aecording to tireir 

^ 
grcat

admircr Polvbius. I lc takes occa-
sion to cxpduncl it, rvhcn his hcro
Scipio r\fr icanus, thc most spccious
of thc Romans, had takcn thc great
Spanish city Ncrv Carthage (Carta-
gcnr). '  Whcn Publius [that is,
Scipio] thought hls forec insidc thc
rvalls w&s strong cnough ; forth'lvith,
fol,Iouirtg l,lLc floman arclom,, hc sent
thc grcatcr part, of his soldicrs
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rvho had repulsed a wholo Romon
army. At tbe beginning of the war
in rvhiclr. thcv so ofbcn defeated the
Romans, th"cry hacl only 8,ooo
armed mcn, ancl Scipio besiegecl
them rvith 6o,ooo. Appian remarks
that this Scipio hacl destroyed Car-
thage by express comm&nd of the
Senate ; but concerning l{umantia
no decree had. becn passed by
Senate or people, ancl the ciby ryas
ncithcr large nor populous : henco
thc historian does not knorv whether
such severity of Scipio w&s inspired
by angcr at its resistance, or by an
idea that he rvould. gct more glory
by it.

Anothcr Roman general much
praisecl for virLue and. moderiution,
is }{ctellus Numiclicus. Hc rcduced.
Jugurtha to straits, chiefly by the
system of hiring mcn to assassinate
]rim : indecd, in 'war hc had singu-
Iarly l i t t lc srlccess to boast of.
Appian tells of him, that rvhen he
had. induced Jugurthr to surrencler
some Thracian ancl Ligurian dcscr-
ters (men frorn rvhorn no special
allegianee to Rome could havc been
expected), ' I \Ietellus cut off the
hancls of some ; others he buried in
the earth up to their middle, then
shot at them from all round rvith
arrows and darts, ancl finally, whilc
thcy still brcathccl, sct thcm on
fire.' 'I'his I'fetellus is ca]lcd by
Sallust '& grcat ancl rvise m&n,'
though he \Y&s of the opposito
parby to the historinn. Mctellus
was succeed.ed. in the s&me w&r by
1\farius, & co&rsc ancl violcnt plebeian.
If he alone had actecl f'crociously,
'rve might not rvonder : but the com-
ments of the acconrplishecl Jristorian
on his conduct arc thc matter of
chicf importanco. l\ larins \y&s in-
lbrmccl thnt tucross tu p;r'cat dcscrb
l*y n populous city cn l led Capsa,
'rvirich hc resolved to surprise.
I{aving laclen his holscs ehicfly rvith
rvatcr lrngs, hc milclo a suclclcn rapicl
march, ancl ca,mc npon tlre city bc-
forc it harl thc lca,st ide:r, bh:r,t ib rvns
acccssiblc to &n cncm\'. It surrclt-

against the people of the city, com-
manding them to kill rvhomever
they meb, and sp&re no one, and not
bctako themselves to plunder, until
the sign should. be given. As I
think, it is to inspirc tcrror that
the Romans follorv this practice.
\Yherefore often, $'hen they capture
cities, one m&y see not only human
beings massacrecl, but also the dogs
cut into bits, and limbs of all other
animals choppecl off. But on that
occasion this sort, of thing lvas
perfectly abundant, because of the
hugeness of the population pent
up in the ci ty. '  qPolyb. x.  r  5.)  Thc
historian utters no word of' honor
or disapproval, mueh as his oryn
country had. suffered. from Roman
violence. Q. Iabius },faximus
in Spain cut off the ]rands of
natives rvho had deserted. from Ro-
man garrisons, a method. which, if
clireeted against real and extrcmc
ferocity of crime, might Jrave its de-
fence. But when the l{umantincs
proved. themselves warriors too for'-
midable for the ordinarv Roman
gcnerals, one might have hoped.
that thc accomplished Scipio dmi-
lianus would. have found. some better
mode of defeating or conciliating
them. The tale in Appian shorvs
how heartless the very best men of
the Romans were. 

- 
fn Lutia, a

flourishing town, the youngcr men
desirecl to succour l{umantia, about
thirty miles distant, 'which Scipio
was besieging. Scipio receivecl
notice of it, and suddenly appearing
bcforc Lutia rvith an overrvhelming
force, hc demandecl the surrencler of
those who hacl urgecl giving aid to
thc Numantines. )3y violent thrcats
he got four ]runclrcd. young men
into his powcr, ancl cut o{f all thcir
righb hrncls. lYhen thc l{umantincs
ollbrccl to capitulatc, Scipio dc-
manclccl surrendcr rviblrout terrns,
ancl rvoulcl promise thcm nothing.
Naturally they dcclined to submit
to such mcrcy, ancl pcrsevcrcd. amicl
all thc ]rorrors of f irmine intr-r uttcr
destruction. ' Ihcsc lvcrc thc mcn
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dcrecl itself at once, lvithout resist-
cnce. I.lcrcupon he Jcillecl all t]ro
aclult males, plunderecl ancl burnt
thc ciby, led away thc \Yomerl ancl
chilch'cn and solcl them as slaves,
anc'l clivicled all thc booty among tho
.solclicrs. I]non this the historian
calmly lemaiks r ' Such violation of
tho laws of lv&r rvas not committcrl
from avarice, nor from any guilt in
tho consul ; . but beeause tllo plneo
rvas convenient for Jugurtha, ancl
rlifficult of access to us. fn fact, tho
Afrieen race is ficlilc 

'and. 
untrust-

l'orbhy, ancl on formcr occasions
hacl bcen found untraetablc alike to
favours ancl to scvcrity.' Thus men
rvhom physical gcography scpalated
from Romc too u'id.ely to bceome
part of tho empirc, lYerc for thtt
le&sorl to bo killccl ! It must bc
arlclccl, that the Jugurthinc war,
rvith its conntless horrors, hacl no
othcr avorved. object, than to punislr
Jugurtha for the crimc of murclelinsl
his two cousins-all of them bcing
princes of a nation foreign to Rome,
incl nominally inclcpenclcnt.

Reaciinq sueh a, commcnb fronr
Sallust, lvo may be morally certain
that tho Romans two or thrce cen-
turies earlicr maclc no attcmpt to
n'in thc allegianco of Oseans or
Etruscans by any process but that
of bnrtal s&v&gery. Even rvhen
thcy closs thc Haclriatic, thcy shorv
thomst.lves morally infcrior to thc
;I,ltolians, then thc most bnrbarous
powcr in Grcece; rvho, having bcen
faithful ancl efficicnt allics of ll,ome,
foolishly imagined, as clirl thc Rho-
<lians, thnt thcir serviccs iustifictl
thenr in & clcmeanour of maniy
cqualiby. Rut thc Romans, li1<c :r,
t1'r'annicnl prinec, ncvcr forqave
oue rvlto hacl clonc them servicc ancl
lyas proucl of it. Quicl< ancl I'eltc-
mcnt w{}r reclncecl t l te,/-f ' l l ,ol in,ns
to scvere sbrniLs ; llpon rvlriclt t'hcy
Iaid clorvn their orms, attrl ( in.
Grecli phrase) 'gavc thcmsclvcs in
trust to ' thc Romftns. ' I 'he eonsul
instantly threrv all the chief mcrr
into chains, rvho, in astonishmcnt,
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cried out (but in vain), ( We g&vo
oursclves into trust, not into ehains.'
Rut to break the spirit was ahvays
tho first object of the Romans, ancl
at last thcy clicl it c{fectually cvery-
rvhcrc.

Thc thirrl Samnitc lYar cnclecl
B.c.  zgo. I t  had been a war of
vast cxcrtion ancl great suffering to
the Romans thcmsclves. Threc years
hacl becn markecl by scverc pcsti-
lcuee. Thc dead wcre lcfb ltn-
buried, the fields rv@re wastcrl ancl
untillcd, thc populttion floekecl
into thc torvns. Grcat tlisaffectiorr.
ancl, after somc ye&rs, insurrection
follorvccl (inclccd, it is said, a se-
cession of the Roman plebs), which
thc clictator }forLensius appeasecl,
by finally surrenclering cr,-cl'I bar-
lier of aristocrAcy, ancl making 'the

common people , 'vo t ing in  the i r
tribcs, nominally sovereign. One
might expcct, that aftcr such cx-
haustion, such misery, thc Ronlans
rvoulcl at length take rcst: incleecl,
\vo malr {incl it hard to undcrstantl
horv ilicy possibly eould. figlrt on.
But & very fcrv ycars suffieccl ; a
phenomenon rvhieh cannot bc under-
stoocl without refcrencc to thc mil i-
tarv institutiorrs. Ililitnrjv eolonisa-
tioi ancl military 

"ottt"""iption 
of

the frcc eultivators of thc soil l*y
at thc bottom ; and at thc top thc
systcm of trvo consuls, who for onc
yctur wcrc at tlrc hcacl of thc nfl,-
tional armics, ancl always rvnntcd a
w&r, to clistinguisb and. enrich tlrcm-
sch'es.

Thcre \Yfl,s no other e&recr lry
w]rich a .Roman coultl lisc to clis-
tinction, but through the &rnly.
J')vcly ) oung m&n in rvcalthy fa-
milics rvas' expcctccl to scrvc tt'tt
yc[r,r's, be{,rvecn the nges of scvenl,ccn
ancl trvcnty-cight,. IJvcn after Greccc
was opcned to thcm nncl thcy coulcl
npprccin tc hig-h culturo, milit ar.y
crnlncncc eontinnecl to clomineer.
Virsil, who callccl knowleclgc bless-
crl ; Virgil, rvhosc hea,rt lvas purity
ancl his l i fc sentlcncss ; extols the
Ilomans, as cnring irot to bccomo
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r&m couf iL shalie. Although tho
Carthaginians used most claborato
arts of sicgc in Sicily and Spain,
Hannibal nover evcn attemptcd
anything of the kind in fhly, and
never captured the smallest Itoman
to'lvn except by intrigue or surpriso.
Roacls also resting, at least' in somo
c&scs, on polygonal bloeks, rvhich it
was vcry diflicult to tear up, wero
built (to build or fortify a roacl is
tho Latin phrase) : thus thc colo-
nies, rvhich Ciccro calls ( tho front
r&mpftrts of the Empirc,' \Yere clc-
fenclccl ancl connectecl wibh tho im-
perial centrc. As nothing causecl
greater enmity in the old inhabit-
ants than thc seizing of their agri-
cultural land, and planting fortiliccl
tolvns upon it, many & nerv colony
lost its crops or its cattle; but tho
letaliation rvas srvifb and, clrcaclful.
Thus in thc courso of years thc
Roman tlibcs and the -Lratiu eolo-
nics flourished amid desolation, anrl
e'l'cw strong in mcn. Latium (ot
it rverc) spread. ovcr ltaly, and olcl
Latium became cver cmpticr. Thc
thirty Ltutin colonies lverc staunch
to llome, all through thc war of
Ifannibal. Their leading men all
had ensy access to tho fnll Roma,n
franchisc, and. \vcrc then clieiblc to
the high offices. Itrvcry agricnl-
turist \yas liablc to conscription for
the army. But, as enrly as tho.
Punic wars, thc conscription fcll,
not on Romans ancl Lntins orrly,
but on all conqucred. Italians rvhom
the Romans adrnittcd. rs ' citizcns
without su{frage,' that is, to totat
vassalage. PreJ'ccts wcrc scnt frorn
Rome to govcrn them 'n'ith po\ycr.
almost absolute. fn thc Roman
army thesc ftalians \vcrc callcd tho
Allics. Thcy wel'c officercd by Ro-
ma,lls, and, fl,s cJscrvhcrc hn1-lpcns,
clisciplinc macle them fight rvcll,
cspccially against an encmy fi 'onr
bcyoncl fhly. Itrr'cry Roman com-
mancler had po\vet ovcr thc l i fc of
provincials, as wcll a,s ovcr thc livcs
of his subordinatcs in thc armJr.
Ifc rvas attendcrl by mcn rvith oxcs,

sculptors or orators or astronomcrs,
but only rulcrs ; earing only to
irnposo law on otltcrs, to sparc thc
subcluecl and wear out the prouct by
Ivar. Ancl to a Roman evervonc
secmccl proud 'who \yas not 

-sub-

missive. Hcnco not only &mong
thcmselves clicl no original gcnius
arise, but even in long centuries of
pcace mind rvitherccl in all thc
subject nations. As among thc
Oitoman Turks therc aro noblc
trcatises on morals and cxcellen t
rules of governmcnt, which yct
avail nothing to thc Empirc, So
neither coulcl Roman jurispruclcncc
bc of avail, rvherc thc srvorcl \vas
larv, ancl the civilian ryas trarnplecl
dorvn.

I{o sooner hncl thc Romans pre-
vailecl over An enemy, than (in thcir
own phrasc) thcy Qotrc pe(rco to thc
conquerecl, that is to sel, thcy clic-
iltccl tho terms of pca,ce : unLil thcy
could. clo this, thcypersevcrecl in war.
Whatcvcr the original causc of rvar,
thcy cnforcecl uni{brmly a large
confiscation of lanrl, oficn onc-lhircl
of thc enemy's territory. Thcy
selcctccl thc place most.crit ical for
military purposes, and planted ii
rvith a population spcaliing Latin.
In somo cases this was madc a
political extension of Roman soil, or
rvhat we call an Annexation. It tJrcn
receivcd. thc name of a Roman Tribe ,
i.e. parish, district or couuty,ancl thc
la,ncl was clividccl to scttler,s cqua,)ly.
Bub thc Roman aristocracy invcntccl
enothcr method, rvhich licpt the
chicf mnss of confiscatccl lancls as
public propertX, of rvhich the aris-
tocracv mado & convcnicnco for
thcmsih'cs ; giving to tho settlcrs
less lanrl ancl a half franchisc, cn-
tiblccl L'utht, r ights. Thc scttlcmcnt
rvas then & ftcttitt, colotttl, though
cvcry scttler might previously havc
bcen a fnll Roman cit izcn. ' I ir irty

of such Latin colonies \vcrc pla,ntccl
in various parts of ltaly. Thcir
torvns \yerc oftcn, and pcrhaps
gencrally, fortified rvith polyconal
blocks of stone; which no-bnttbring
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twolvo or six ; ancl at pleasnrc could
prod.uce terror in a rvlrole populn-
tion by beheading thcir chicf men
at his o\vn cliscretion, 'rvitll no court
of appeal. Cicero corrcctly de-
scribes tho Roman annexation of a
country by the phrasc : ' Thc plo-
vrnce was cast bcncath our &xcs.'

From such military institutions
ono eould only expect harclness of
heAtt, contempt for human life and.
human suffering. The ea,gerness of
every ncrv pair of consuls, Annually
clected, for & new wAr, .F'as as a
spark to & vast Accumulation of
fucl. After new insurrections in
Samnium, thcy-took the part of a
Grecl< city against Lucania, and by
violating their trcaty rvith llagna
Grrccia, not Lo sail beyond. a ccrtain
promontory, became ernbroiled rvith
Tarenturn, and hercby lvith Pyrrhus
I(insof lJpirus. fn this nc\v strurgle
the rvhole of southcln lta'ly \\'as
conquercd. It rnight havc scemccl
at lcngtir time to heal the lvouncls
of rvar, to provicle for thc cull,iva-
tion of thc soil, to concii iate the
conqucrccl, ancl thus to consolidatc
dominion. But Rome covetcd cx-
tended rule, chicfly becausc it gavc
fresh materials for armies, fresh rc-
.sources for ncl conqlrest, by rvhicl,r
h." aristocmcv was enriched, hcncc
a clemancl for solclicrs crippled. agri-
culturc. Frcemen lycre replacccl
by slaves ; slavcs coulcl not be
trusted to work. Cattlc and. grc.r,-
ing lancl supplanted. men and crops,
a,s fast &s slavcs \yerc introclucecl,
and. the clesolations of rvar rverc not
healerl in pcacc.

Itardly rv&s thc lv&r against
Pyrrhus cndccl, than it plcasecl thc
consuls to espousc thc sicle of cer-
tnin atrocious buccanccrs in Sicily,
rvith thc exprcss object of gctting
into a quarrcl rvith thc CartJra-
ginians. Thc Scnatc \yas uttcrl.y
ashamccl of so bacl a causc, ancl
rvoulcl not votc : yct (says Polybius)
they wishccl for rvar n'ith Carthaqe.
If thcy had honcst' ly put bcforc thc
pcoplo thc seanclalous and oclious
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facts, their influenee must havo
prcvailed : but they lefb tho con-
suls to secluce thc populacc by thc
shamelcss argumcnt that & war
woulcl enrich tho soldiers. Thc
first Punic w&r was then fought for
trventy-fivc years, wibhout, a wccl<'s
intermission, rvith vaster resources
ancl huger loss than ever wa,r before,
by sea as rvell as by land. Peaec
is harclly macle, than they occup)',
Sardinia in a crisis of Carthaginian
disaster ; enter into,war rvith Illyria
(for rvhicb therr cannot be blam.d),
and next rvith the Gauls of L,ombardy,
rvho resentecl the colonies plantecl
on their soil. I{annibal's invasion
of ftall', in re\rcnge for the seizurc
of Sardinia, soon {bllorvccl. }fanni-
bal founcl ncarly the lvhole penin-
sula, cxcept the l-ratin colonies,
hosti ic to Reme, and was soon at
his erlse with Etruscans, Ifmbrians,
Oscans, and Grceks. As hc re-
mainccl mastcr of thc open {ielcl for
scvcntccn ye{}rs togethcr, not oncc
suffcring defeat (to Pol; 'bius cx-
prcssly tells us) hc had abuntlant
opportunity to rctaliate rrith fire
airil pluncler on Roman ancl Labin'
ficlcls ancl homcsteads. What mind
cAn conceive thc lonq anguislr cn-
durcd. in t lr is process ? The Roman
pcoplc ncver lccovclccl from it.
And l'hen }lannibal rvas at lcnqth
cxpcllccl, the turn for t lrc obher
nations crmc ; for Romc linerv no-
thing of amnesty-ncithcr the namc
nor the iclea. Towns and popu-
lations, in proportion'to thc sym-
pathy rvhich" thcy Jratl shorvn to
I-fannillnl, \vcrc punishccl by for-
feiturc of . tcrritory and of political
rights, bcsiclcs thc bchcading of
thcir most spiritccl mcn.

If t ir is process of l ingcring bloody
dcvnstating \\ 'ar hrd l lccn closccl by
uniting all fta,ly in cqual and frcc
cibizcnship, thc rcsulb rvoulcl have
bccn dcarly bought, yct it might
ha','c becn unspealiably prccious.
But t lre result rvas scarccly rcached
(n, ccntury ancl a hnlf 
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otlrer thc s&me lrcnt'tless, remot':.-c-
Iess eruclty irrto u' lr ich thcy lrntl
I ong lreen " trainctl against 

' 
other

nntions. 'I'hc civil \ynl' of ll,ome
confusetl all pitlties in Italy. Iitrurirr,
the ally of lilrrne ngainst the Osc&Irs,
sucltlcrrly fountl hersclf the elrem)'
of Lucius Sulla, rvho tlarnpletl her
ont of polit ical existe]ree. ' I 'hc

Stnrnites $'c'rc lirrall.y erusltctl by
hirn rvith barl)Arons slaughter nfter
victot'y. All his polit, ictl schemes
ancl t'naetmcrrts \\'crc ovcrtln'o\\'n
quicl<ly after lr is t lc:r,t lr ; l lomnn
flanchise \v{}s bcl'ole long natle
urriverstl ; lbr evcr;,thing was
yieldccl after the war, u'lrich rvould
have suffieetl to 1n'evcnt t,hc rvnr',
atrd. rvonlcl havc savecl to Jtornc thc
l ivcs ot"i oo, ooo soltlicrs. Uyron
tlrc hecls of thcso tl ircful comrno.
t, iorrs, ftr i lorvetl t lrc lninous \y&r of
Sptttacus, arrtl tw'cnt;' ):cars later
thc civil \\'itr of ()ccsrr,r', itself con-
t i r ruing not rrrnclr  less t l rarr  t rvcrr ty
ycrlls, till r\ugustus Crestr rcnrninetl
sole nrltrr.

Alnokl commenbs rvith just
scvcrity on tlrnt stnLrbonrrlcss of thc
Rorntrr Scnatc u'lr ich lras been nruch
rrcbnircd. by lristoriarrs ;-Ilonrr.,
forsootlr. \vns l levcrr to ural<e pcaco,
urrti l  she conltt cl ictrr,te thtr tcrms
absolrrtcly ! ,,\ rratiorr. rvhich acts
on this 1n' inciplc is n nuisarrcc and
il, cLtlsc to thc 11'o1'ld ' for if other
nat iorrs diA t , l re salne, rvar could
orrl; '  errt l I ly totir l  exlraustiorr. ' I 'hc

lrt)t'r.'r)r's olt \\'al', irrst,elrcl of lleing
licpt clorvn at, t lrcir rninimum, wero
lrercLry clriven to t lreir mnximunr.
Of course the Rornnrrs nevcr lool<ecl
lxrck to t l rc e(t  t (st '  of  \ \ ' rw; ncvc.r
corrsiclcretl l ' lrct, lrer ib lracl. origi-
nn,tccl from tlrcir o\\'lr. breaclr of
t lcuties or of fundamcrrtal morality :
but tlas ! scltlom rlo t lre mo,lci'n
nations of I lntopc tir l ic rccount of
t lr is. I lut lrr:r 'clry t lrc 

' lLr.unarr 
suc-

CCSST-s wclro tntt ic itnrncn surably
rnolc noxions; for thc l lctter. t l ;
cnonr) s ca,usc. t lre strorrger w&s
lris lcsistarrce, antl the morc cr.uel
\ \ ' i ts l r is purr is l rmerrt .  I [oreovcr,

't" r '

f t l  r '  l ' t ' , ' t ' , lul l l  W&S nO nr're. t l ' l re

J l t i r r r . l r r r  s ls tem of  l lenec proved.  ns
r . l r i r r r ) r ts  : is  i ts  tvcrs.  fn  lact ,  pca,ee
i r r  l t : r l r  .n l /  mennt  perpetu* i  . ruor .

l )gr  ,  ,1s1l  l  i : r ly .  Youlg l tn , l ians pe-
r , is l r r : r I  r , ; r  cvcry shorc of  t l re  ] Iec l i -
teln, I rf ';r r, l-rl t lronsanrls inecsslr,ntl.l ' .
' l '1,, ,  r 'u r i ,  I  j , l rccs l tccamc t lr i rrnlr.
g1r , l  t  l r i r r r rnr  ( thc  phent l rnonor l  rv l r ich
sl1,  ' , ' l i , : , l '  ' l l iber ius 

Gracchus),  arrc l
t lr, '  I ir r lr, frecholds, left t lesoltrte,
1y(,r 'r, irr virrlerl l , .f '  the ar.istoem,tic
tc i r : r t t1s , ' t ' .  p lbl ic lancls.  Not l r i 'g
nl()i '(. :, ! ' , , ' t ' icvctl t lre ft:r, l i tn solcliels
t l r , ,  r r  t  l r : r  t ,  t l rc.y wcre cxpo.secl  to
flo! 'r irr: l  in the ftrnrlr fronr rvhich
t | , ,  l l , r r r r : t r ls  \yere  exempt  I  hence
for' :,,\ (.I ' irI gcnclations clisaff 'cctiorr
spr ' ( ' ; r r I  rv i , lc ancl  decp. t l l ro suffer.-
in,: ' .  ,,1' l tal.y tycro cliversif icrl, ?r
Crii rr i l t ' . \ '  lr i 'Lt:r '  I-Ianrribal, b; thc
ir ' : ' ' r  1 ' t  i ,  r l r f  thc Cirnl l l i  ancl  Tcu-
to t ' r .s .  . \ l tc r  t l rc i r  cxpu ls ion,  t l re
Jt ;r  l i : ,  r r .  r '  r ight havc bcen corrci-
l i [ '  t , , , I .  i l '  r  l rc Selnir te ] rat l  bccrr  l ' isc ;
J l r , r  i r  '  I  i r  I  nob Jook forrvarr l .  aud
c\  r . r r ts  r r rshet l  on prec ip i ta tc ly .  unt i l
al l {.).., ' ' ,  rr ftaly blazccl ont into \y&r
( ' , . , .  , , o ' ) .  ' J l l r cn  a t  oncc  to  thc
JJt ' ' ' r . . r '?rrrs 'nrrd.  I f rnbr. ians the ful I
f r ' ,  '  , , ' l  r  i . ,  .  l \ 'as giVCrr:  to prCVelt
111 , , i r ' . i , ' i r r i ng  t l r c  Oscans .  l l ' he
Scrnrr  r . .  l r :n ' ingI cornmancl of  the
se, r .  r ' . ' t t l r l  by i lg  j1  Glu l is [  a t rc l
,S1",1, ' t ; ,  auxi l iat ies :  na.)- ,  c\ /c l l
- l \ l i , r r r i r , , r , i : ,11  anr l  Nunr id i : r r r  : I re
It[] Irrr'r I : S, t aftcr clrCadful rer-Cr..st'S
I l , , r , r , , , . , . ' r . s h c r l  t h c  i n s r r r . r . c c t , i o r r  i n
t l r , '  r r1 ,1 ' l  11 .  ' J lhe  t cu . i l r l o  I t i t l r r i -
t l i r t  i , :  \ \  : t  t .  lvas s i rnul t i l l lcous.  I i
\v i r i  i r r i r r r  qu later l  bv i I  un iver .sa l
l l l l  >  i ; ,1 '  1 '1"  Of  ILOmi t - t l  S ,  n le l l  a t f  t l
\ \ ' ( ' i n r .n .  i r r  l , l r c  Grce l i  t ou ' r r s  o f
r\si ' ,  :  : i  l ' r . ig- lr{, ful rur,r ' l i  }rorv inten,sc
\ \ ' i , -  r  I r , '  sn l l 'c r . i r rq  of  thc ( i  rcc l is
I t l t , i ' , t '  l l , ' t na , r r  r .u l c  ;  fo r  t l r cy  har l
l l c \  t ' t '  r l , r t ro  & l t y t l r i ng  l i l i g  i l  l l c f t r r c .
[ i i r  rrrr lnlr s at, i l  Jir i i l r lcss f l ,s thcy
\vcr ' ' , ,  i l , , ' ) '  for o]tcc l iel tb a clrr, t t l { i r l
S0r : r ' r , r .  I  r r  l l o rnc  i t sc t { '  t he  c i r - i l
\v l r I  , ' [ '  ] lar i r ts  arrc l  S* l l ru  J lamecl
ot l l .  l ' , ,1 ' r r r .c  f l rc  of l rcr '  \ \ , f t rs  coukl  J tc
l in i . l r , , ,  |  :  : r r r t l  cac l r  par . ty  of  the
f l , t1 r -1 ' ,  s1 -  r  l r c r r  s l r , r r vc t l  t , r r i r rds  t l r c

\  r ) 1 , .  l \ .
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tive lull of conqucst on the impcrial
policy.

Now eomes the carclinal question
to the historian and the moralist,
lYhat did ltaly, and what did the
rvorl,J bcyond ltaly, gain by tho
tfoman suprem ecy, so dearly pur-
cha.secl ? Foliticai union, cspecially
of clistricts rvhich bave a geogra-
p-hical gnity, is in itself so vilrrable,
that rvhen it is sought peaceably
and candidly, on pirfecily oqoot
terms, cliversity,of languagc is not
a perrnanent barrier. Yfe see how
well the Swiss go on together, in
spite of Fr.ench and Gerrnan. Chech
ancl Germans in Bohemia-Gcrm&ns
ancl Poles in Posen-lVelsh and
English iri I'Vales-Magyars, Slo-
vacks and Croats in Hungary-
thoueh the raecs have not ]:id full
equality, 1.et have maintained. a
tolerable content: n&Jr, in Francc,
the clialeet of Lan sucdoe is un-
intelligible to a, rie"e Parisian.
and Gerrnau Alsacc had. by de-
grees beeome rvarmly attachcd to
France. But Rome neyer sought

.for union on equal terms, ancl t .i*,
f ielded .cquali iy except by conrpul-
:sron ; that is to szr/: rvhile Rome
hlc1 any freedom,- ]rersclf. , Raw
violenee ancl blind 

-selfishness 
\vcrc

her method and her motivc : thus
aaining thc smallest result at thc
grcatcst expense. But, rvhat is a
more fatal condemnation still, the
Ionger any_ district lvas subject to
Roman rule, the wolse .ti'ar its
eonclition. Its earliest conquests
suflcred. the completcst ruin. It
amazcd Pliny to contrast Latiirm
as it had beeir, u,ith Latium as hc
kncw it. IIe rccites thc namcs
Wlt. I.Iist. iii. g) of trvent;,-ono' i l lustrious towns ' of the olcl iatin
Icaguc, and tlrirt'6-trvo molc that
rvcic ioinecl in thc\crif iccs on tho
Alban' Ifount, n"a \;; remarl<s:' l 'hns fif iy-thrcc peol)c.s lravc pc-
rishecl from the soil of #cicnt Irati irm
rvithout lcavirr s { traec. . ' Jllsc-
rvlterc in tlrrcc" ivords ho tells n

the Romans nre admirecl for. their
rofusal to exclrange prisoners;
which lvas an extreire ciueltv urrd
injustice to their own troois &s
well trs to tJre enemy. Sojcliers
who had been nradc coptiou throrrgh
tho ' incompctcnce of^ their 

"oir-ma4er, lverc regarcled as traitors
to Rome and corvarcls. lyhen
Crassus, tt his olvn .rvill, rvithout
a-ny public \y{}r voted. b.v the people,
chose to mar.ch into Parthia. or,,i
lost both his life and his &rmlr the
captive s_olcliers, despairing of 

"e-turn, at lcngth mariied Farthian
wives and reconcilecl themselves to
& ehange of. country. Thirty-trvo
yea,rs later, Augustui C.rsar. riroved.
ly p:rae, not by piiy, extorted from
the Parbhian ki"g L restoration of
these capti\:es; 6ut somL. of them
slew thernselvcs, others absconded.
The jovial poet, Iforace treats it
as & scanclalous rvickedness that
rustics frorn }farsium and Apulia
should el-er submit to become'par_
thians. The Rouran efforb was, to
establish as a fixcd" principle, rvtat
Thucydicles denoun.i* *. intensifv-
i:g all- atrorify, , lJ{akc ye ,o".jr_
thing els.e unimportant, in"compaii_
son to victor.v. '

It is often'assnmed. that Roman
conquest rvas arrcstecl by the cstab_
lishment of militq.y *or'ror,"l-ry, and
that only t,hc Rbpublic \yas en_
croaching. Augustis Crcsar is sup_
pose{ to havc liad a peaccful reis;r.
But he addcrl -to tJre 

^empi"c 
Bgylt,

Bulgaria, Scrvia, Pannorri*, nfir.tln,
Styria, in ,short Austria and Swit-

"g"lo"4 ; lre complcte_d the conqucst
of Spain ancl Gairl ; he tcmpori.rilv
conq.uered-Gcr.nr&ny up to tlic lllbc";
he ptannecl to conqlrer Britain ancl
Arabia, 

.pcrhaps lr6rsia (Hor. Od.
t l t .  5,  +);  - . l rc .sent an f t rmy into
Armcnia ;  f int l ly  in dccl in inf  ycars
his E;rcat clisritcr in G".ir".rlo
taught him thnt swilm])s ancl forcsi"s
were not to be eovetid. His suc_
cessor Tibcrius \\,as pr:aeeful ,on
principle.; . othcr.rvisc, pliysical d.o-
graphy chicfly inrposecl i, co.,rpa,ra- s c ct'c t : I' a f, if,u t tl i u, 1t c t. d t tl cr e ItuI i tt nt,
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regimen conducing to any perma-
nent welfare of nations. That tho
insbitutions '!vere fund.amentally
rotten, wo havc striliing proof in
the fact, that after the reign of four
cnergetic emperors, Trajan, Ha-
drian, and the trvo Antonines (both
rnodels of goocl administration), the
Itrrnpire rvas more ignorant, Iower
in art, taste and genius, than o ccn-
tury earlier, ancl lcss able to resist
barbarian attack.

It is astouishing that learncd
men fintl & ground for extolling
Roman conquest in the cr1r, t llorv
clse could Europo have resist-
ecl the barbarians ? ' ff Greeee
and. Carbhage had. not been con-
quered by Rome, on the basin of the
IVlcditerr&nca,n numcrous powers
rvould. havc kcpt onc another in
clreck, then a,s no\Y. Ilreedont and
Lttzu rvould. have been savcd ; a,nd.
rvith them manly spirit. With thc
resources of civilisecl rvealth, and
unbroken national spirit, barbarians
can always be rcpressed. Rome
broke men's spirits, and. rvould. not
enclure that a provincial should ever
have protection from a violent and
tyra,nnical official. Tlrcre.fore w&s
Jiuropc cursed lry the barbarian
invasion, with infinite anguish, and.
rvith an almost total rvreck of tho
knorvledgc and cnlturc rvhich long-
centurics had rvorlicd. out.

Irn^,l,xcrs W. NnwlrAN.

'broad estates have becn the ruin
of ltaly.' But it was the ravage of
'w&r, and covetous policy, which led
to the broad estates. Thc country
round. Rome w&s in Cicero's timb
iL clesert, into lvhich no prudent
nobleman ventured. rvithout an
armed guard.. I-rombardy alone
(Cicero tells us) largely decided
elections ; for there the colonies
were nel"uer,) and tlr.e country better
peopletl. lJnder the prudent rulo
of tliberius Crsar, Italy \q:rs still
notoriously empty of ' men I' slaves
did. not count, but neither rvcro
their numbers at all commensurate.
Sicily, the earliest province bcyond.
Italy, was the most clesolaied. The
strength of the Roman armies then
came from every country rather
than ltaly. Gaul lvas at first &n
enormous acldition to the strength
of Rome ; but, as Sismondi abun-
dantly attests, GauI became more
and more miserable, rveaker and.
more helpless, &s time rvent on.
In every province the cities "werc
swollcn with a huge population,
whilc ths rustic freemen dwindled
in numbers, and were crushed in
spirit. A small band. of invacling
Germans could. spread tenor fai
and rvide. The clefence of evcry
country was entrustccl to stancling
armies, gcnerally of forcigners, cn-
campecl on the soil ; surcly not a
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